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UNTER AMERICAN AFFALRD 


GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT DENTES INVO) VEMENT IN EL SALVADOR 


Guatemala City PRENGA LIBRE in Spanish 29 Apr 60 p 12 


[Text}] The government yesterday issued a presse release through (he 
Foreign Ministry rejecting and denying the newe reports made public 
by « number of foreign agencies to the effect that Guatemalan troope 
were sent to El Salvador to battle guerrillas there. 


According to the cables from Sen Salvador, political leader Juan 
Martiel, « spokeeman of the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR), 

@ powerful antigovernment coalition, stated that: “Forty sen from 
the Guatemalan Army's countecintelligence service, who are also 
members of the Central American Defense Council (CONDECA), are in the 
western part of El Saivedor hunting down leftiet guerrillas.” 


The FRN [Revolutionary Nicaraguan Front) 


The presse release mentions the formation of the Revolutionary Wica- 
raguan Front, indicating that authorities cannot allow thie to happen, 
because it would jeopardize good relations with Nicaragua and is 

prohibited by the nation's constitution ae well as by international 


treaties and agreements. 


With regard to the news published lest week by the mase media to the 
effect that the FRN, whose purpose is to aid Nicaragua's recovery, is 
— formed here, the government pointed out its unwavering, 

tional position of complying with Article 6! of the nation's 
constitution. 


Thie article recognizes the right of asylum and grants it to those 
under political persecution who claim it, ae long as they respect 
the sovereignty and laws of Guatemia. 


“The Guatemalan Government holds the same position,” the release 
indicates, “with regard to the regulations of international lew 
governing the humeniterien institution of asylum, which empower 
Guatemalan authorities to not allow political refugees to commit acts 
that ere breaches of the public peace in thie country or in third party 
states. 











The presse release reaffirms the principles of the "25 July 1979 
Declaration of Central American Brotherhood” in the sense of keeping 
national borders open to 411 honest and responsible Central Americans, 
ae long e¢ they fulfill the obligations that Guatemalan law imposes 
on thea. 


The organiasetion or operation of militias outside the Guatemalan Army 
ie @ punishable offense under the last paragraph of Article 215 of 
the constitution, 


Alleged Troops 


The presse release aleo saye that the government roundly and categori-~ 
cally rejects and denies the news reports issued by certain inter= 
national agencies to the effect that Guatemalan troops were sent to 
El Salvador to help keep subversion under control. 


"The government,” it adds, “once again asserts ite determination to 
uphold the principle of nonintervention in the domestic or foreign 
affeire of other estates. Thies is the basis of the government's 
foreign policy and hae prevented Guatemala from becoming involved 
in the serious problems of other countries. it is a decisive and 
importent contribution to maintaining peace at home, a6 well.” 


On the 250 of thie month, the release concludes, Foreign Relations 
Minieter Rafael Castillo Valdes invited in the heads of mission of 
our sieter republice of El Salvador and Nicaragua to explain to them 
the various isevee broached in the press release. 


6743 
CBO: 10 











CUBA'S POSITION IN WORLD VIEWED AY GUATEMALAN PRESS 






Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 29 Apr 80 pp 10, 14 






[Article by Baltasar Morales de la Crus) 






{Text} It hee been our misfortune on the American continent to have 
the thorn of Fidel Castro piercing our side for more than «a quarter 
of « century now. He is now facing one of hie biggest crises, the 
shocking and unheard-of affair involving the occupation of the 
Peruvien Embassy in Havana, the unprecedented exodus of Cubans and 
the outrageous violations of the right of asylum and other principles 
of internetional law. We have had crises of equal magnitude before 
when the Soviet missiles threatened the United States and when "Che" 
Guevara was in the midst of hie unlucky adventure in South America. 
In addition to these incidents, the continent has been constantly 
haraseed by Cubs. 


























I therefore thought that it might be interesting to offer readers a 
brief outline of the criticiem leveled against Cuba's position in 
various regions of the world, beginning with the stand that the 
country took at the United Nations. Even for the unbelievers and 
those eager for accomodation, thie incident confirmed that Cubs was 
absolutely subordinate to, rather then allied with the Soviet Union. 
Here ie a brief outline of the Cuban-Soviet relationship that we are 
talking about: 





Cuba voted in the United Nations to support the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. This demonstrated once again that it is a submissive 
servant of the USSR and to « large extent undermined its controversial 
role in the movement of nonalined nations. Purthermore, Cubs will 
likely cease to earn hard currency revenue from ite trade with Third 
World nations. 


Cuba once again demonstrated its total identification with Soviet 
foreign policy by voting in January, along with 18 Soviet bloc 
countries and allies, against a UN General Assembly resolution 
calling for “the immediate, unconditional and total withdrawal of all 
foreign troops currently in Afghanistan.” This resolution was 





supported by 104 member states, Ase « direct result of ite open 
support for Soviet aggression against a charter member of the nonalined 
movement, Cuba lost ite struggle for « seat on the UN Security 
Council, The seat, for which Cubs had battled etrenuously, wae 
ultimately awarded to Mexico, Oubsa's stand hase aleo jeopardized 

Fidel Castro's role ae president of the coordinating board of the 
nonalined movement. 


Cuba's interest in Afghanistan dates back to early 1978, when former 
Afghan President Mohammed Daoud, on «4 trip to Yugoslavia, Egypt, India, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, personally campaigned againet the Cuban 
leadership of the movement. Shortly thereafter, Daoud wae overthrown 
and killed in 4 coup 4 etat staged in April 1978 by the Khalq faction 
of the Afghan Communie’ Party with the backing of the Soviet Union. 

A foreign ministers meeting to prepare for the sixth summit confer~ 
ence of the nonalined movement, which wae echeduled for May in 

Kabul, wae later transferred to Havana, and thue ended Afghanistan's 
opposition to Cuban leadership of the nonalined movement. 


Severel Arab leaders have underscored the parallel between the 
overthrow of Daoud in 1976 (ae well ae the assassination of Afghan 
President Hafizu)lah Amin by the Soviets last December) and Cuban 
complicity in the death of South Yemen President Salim Robaye Ali 
in the spring of 1978. Ali wae replaced by Sovietized officials. 
He had fallen into disgrace in Moscow because, like Daoud, he had 
been trying to pursue an independent foreign policy of nonalinement 
with any power. 


The Islamic conference of foreign relations ministers, held in late 
January in Islamabad, Pakistan, vigorously condemned Soviet “military 
aggression,” backed by Cuba, against Afghanistan. The representatives 
of 35 Muslim nations called for a break in relations with and aid to 
the puppet regime of Babrak Karmal. The resolution, worded in auch 
hareher terms than the UN General Assembly's, was even backed by Libys 
and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), both of which are 
armed by the Soviets. 


A campaign is currently underway, supported by nonalined Muslim and 
African nations, to force Fidel Castro to call « special meeting of 
the coordinating board to discuss the Afghanistan issue. So far, 

Castro hae not heeded the demand, even though last autumn he called 
& special session of the board to take up charges of “imperialist” 
meddling in the Marxist government of Grenada, which Cuba supports. 


In addition to losing political influence with the Muslim countries, 
influence that it had earned in the past by enthusiastically supporting 
“anti-Zioniet” initiatives, Cuba's stand on Afghanistan threatens to 
generate serious economic repercussions. Cuba's sugar exports to 











Arad nations currently account for onewthird of its total hard 
currency earnings. Moreover, Cuba's service contracts with Iraq, 
Libya and Algeria ave @ mounting source of much needed foreign 
exchange. Any drop in these earnings could further damage the 
tattered Cuban economy. 


It would seem unlikely that the USSR, which iteelf ie suffering from 
@ serious shortage of t' hard currency that it needs to import 
ereain and advanced tech. gy from the West, can boost ite hard 
currency subsidies for Cuba. Soviet aid and trade subsidies to the 
Caribbean island cost them more tian $4 million a day. Moreover, in 
1979 the UBER lost out on $1.5 bil‘ion in hard currency earnings 
because of ite trade subsidies fo” Cuba, 


There ie Little chance that Havana will withdraw ite support of 
Soviet aggression in Afghanistan, even though it would like to 
salvage the little that remaine « te influence in the Third World. 
The Soviets put economic pressure on Castro in 1968 to back the 
military intervention of the Warsaw Pa nember states in Ceechoslo- 
vakia. Today, Moscow is in an even etre oof position to exert 
similar pressure on Havana. 


The Greek daily ELEFTHEROS KOSMOS keenly observed that the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan has been the harshest blow dealt to the 
leftist wing of the nonalined nations movement, a wing that had gained 
@ certain degree of prominence prior to the conference of tnese 
nations’ chiefe of estate. Indeed, the only nations that have refused 
to condemn the Soviet action are the ones regarded as really close 
allies of the USSR, such as Vietnam and South Yemen, and of course, 
Cuba, whose case is made more serious by ite obligations as "leader" 
of the nonalined movement, 4 role that it gained thanks to Soviet 
influence at the September 1976 meeting. So far, Cuba has found a 
way to avoid censure by the organization. However, the situation has 
now been complicated by Somalia's demand that the Soviet Union with- 
draw ite troops not only from Afghanistan but aleo from the territories 
in the Horn of Africa. Fidel is also about to be overwhelmed by the 
campaign to declare the nonalined sovement's total and absolute 


independence. 


One would think that all of this, which would be crushing to « 
politician with less of « commitment, would be enough for Fidel to 
right hie course, but the opposite has happened, and with each 

episode the commitment deepens. There seems no way to reverse it. 

THE ECONOMIST of London also recalle Cuba's enthusiastic support for 
the invasion and occupation of Cambodia, another nonalined nation, even 
though thie onslaught too was roundly condemned by the Third World. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


VENEZUELAN LOAN TO GUATEMALA--The Guatemalan Government will accept a loan 
of about 44 million quetzale that the government of Venezuela is offering. 
The loan ie for the National Electrification Inetitute (INDE) to be used 
in a hydroelectric project, disclosed Minister of Public Pinance Hugo Tulio 
Bucaro. To officially accept the loan, Bucaro adued, the second deputy- 
minister for finance, Juan Enrique Betancourt, left for Caracas, Venezuela. 
The loan, Bucaro said, comes from Venezuela's investment fund and will be 
granted at 7.8 percent interest. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in 
Spanish 22 Mar 80 p 6) 9545 
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST OPPOSITION PAPER BROUN 
Guatemele City Ti. THPARCIAL in Spanteh 21 Mar 80 pp i, 14 


[Text] The Supreme Court of Belise hae rejected a1) the demands and chal- 
lenges presented by the opposition of that Guatemalan territory againet the 
elections of last November, considered to have been rigged and fraudulent, 
and the court, violating the principle of (ree epeech, hee taken legal 
action against the publisher of the opposition paper, THE REPORTER. 


In view of thie development and in defense of freedom of the presse, 4 
special committee hae been formed to oversee the observance of thie princi- 
ple. On thie point, the opposition press in Belize hae published the 
following commentary: 


People of Belize Are Defending Themecivee Agsinet Attacks on Preedom of 





Por all the people of Belize, with the exception of members of the PUP 
(United People . Party), who rigged the elections in order to continue 

















Civic tadignation toward the faree that was coneummated. Thies wae the way 

a “wother of four” expressed it in THE REPORTER of last 2) January in the 

Lettere to the Editor section, The writer commented that “our court appeare 
te be acting etreangely, tt hae certeiniy dielilueltoned many good and worthy 
citieoene, half the , Whe trusted in the capabliity of 

the court te accept « petition on the ⸗ tlone and intervene to correct « 
fraud. 


Deepite the temperate language of the letter, it wae « manifesto in 4 preee 
of gan opposed (to the government, and in order to intimidate these voices, 
the commentary wae given the character of contempt of court, For thie 
erime, the public prosecutor of Beliee, §. © Crosete-Tambiah, brought 
chargee against Harry Lawrence, publieher of THE REPORTER. 


Following « comment by AMANDALA, « weekly thet weuslly shows progovernment 
tendencies, that the fine (equivalent te 200 queteaios the judge imposed on 
Lawrence a6 4 result of the trial leet 18 Pebruary wee @ild, on the Sth of 
thie gonth another euit wae brought eageinet Publisher Lawrence in the Supreme 
» thie time for libel, on the 
REPORTER on the stabbing of Bobby 
hie reputation, When it wae 
imony at the trial, the prosecuting 
health, requested that the trial 
the requested 2-week adjournment , 
ion. The latter eteted that 
lente, he had clearly identified 





committee of “citizens for freedom 
thie gonth. According to THE 
“closely watch any and ali acte 


ished « campaign fund which will 

t hee invited ali the people of 
Contributions should be sent to Preedos 
778, Belize City, or delivered to Linda Tillett, 18 King Street, 


Nessere  fddie Laing and Lawrence Young. 











Country Affected 


San Jowe LA REPUBLICA in Spanteh 1) Mer 80 p 18 


“Coste Rice and the Central American Political Crisice”) 


(Editorial: 


at 
uy 
fs 
dit 
DePe rE 
iat 
——— 
53 
cits 
— 
nite 
Hii 


fon for Latin America (BCLA) published 


tical situation in severa! 





8827 





—— 








tsi: 





of hime — 
net coourred te the seme degree here, Coete Ricans have made of their 
° teedum 


fot happened in other countries, Ae « conmequence, we cannot accept the 
we de, of @ traneformation of our eyetem just 
t 


rene formation (on other countries, lt would 





Before saeeuming defeatiet positions, we Costa Ricane should strive with ai) 

our wight to produce gore, and in thie way improve the way of life for 

everyone who has the privilege of living in thie country, We gust commit 

our work and our intelligence to the task of etrengthening the inetitution 

of the democratic syetem which we have inherited, and if it becomes necessary 

to review and modify some of the gechaniome thie syetem ic built on, let we 

do #0 with patricties. Let ws guard our sovereignty with energy and demand 
t it be respected, but at the same time let ws respect the principle of 

intervention in the affaire of other nations. 


Trade Affected 
San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 21 Mar 80 p 2 
[Sditorial: “Costa Rica and Central America”) 
(Text) The explosive situation in El Salwador presente 4 serious 4i lemmas 
to Coste Rican industry since paymente for the large volume of exporte to 


that country are frozen by the Salvadoran Central Bank, if we epeak of 
peyeent by forms) means. 


© lese than « year--the eame thing happened with Niceragua--Coste Rican 
businessmen have been subjected to the viciesitudes being suffered by other 
nations, which have serious repercussions on our development. 








There are government officiale who, without regard for either the consequences 
or the precedents, point to trade with Central America a6 4 negative factor 
for Coste Rican industry. 











ivedor @ trade paralyele hee now eet in with 


time to return te ferme) productive and 
he prospects for solution in the wear future, 


I'he 


reiterate to our own offictale the reasone for an unfavorable regional trade 


hie way through « ereat gany difficulties in the Common Market and of course 
situation. 


in the face of a1) thie, the businesemen of Costa Rica will hewe to plek 


it will take Bieerague a i 
exporting levels, and in 
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The Coste Bicen businessmen understands better than anyone that « democratic 
society ie not 4 group of rigid rules but 4 live organiem whose socia) 
@etamorphoele ie conetantiy being produced. Sometioes thie process accel- 
erates and at other etages it steps of retreate, 


Thue business, through the Chamber of lnduetries, hae come forth with « 
positive eteatement on the wage adjustment that le being mentioned at present 
in the face of rleing prices of basic commodities. Costa Rican businesemen 
have « very definite and clear view of 4 peaceful future and common achieve- 
ment by al) the citizens of Goete Rica, 


The meter plan for the nation of tomorrow ie found in the tanermost recesses 
of the community's life today, which in turn takes over from and substitutes 
for the nation of yesterday. 


Business, which constitutes a decisive part of our democratic Costa Rica, 

hae accepted the challenge of that considerable metamorphosis, endeavoring 
to @aintain the principles it considers essential to preserve the freedom 

of thought that inepires civilised coexistence. 


But it ie obviows that the democratic “sodel society” of 1980 ie not that 

of 1950 and that numerous concepts, sethode, formulas, and plane governing 
reiationshipe 30 yeare ago have been inexorably overtaken by new circumstances 
and the prospects that are open for 4 change in outlook. 


industry only aeke that the exact size of our capabilities and prospects 
be established eo that those who are tenaciously carrying out their taeke 
to gain a happy future for Coste Rica may not be unnecessarily harassed. 











COBTA RICA 


COBTA RICAN JOURNALIST SEES WO COMMUNISM IN NIGARAGUA 
PALSL725 Gan Jose Radio Noticias del Continente in Spanish 0100 GMT 15 May 60 


[Text) Jorge Sunol, head of the editorial staff of the San Jose newspaper 
LA WACTON, hae eaid in 4 series of articles that there te no communion in 
Revolutionary Nicarague but that the possibility that it could exiet there 
in the future quet not be ruled out. 


Sunol does not exclude completely the possibility that thie ideology wil! 
penetrete into thie sieter republ day but adds that thie cannot by 
other country in the world either. 









the eeme 
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Sunol (? 

and 

Coste 

The head 

amount of 

people the Somosist army, created their own 
army and sre now changing the etate's structure. 

Sunol explains that there is « strong nationalist feeling in Nicaragua, 
which does not exclude anti-U.S. feelings for historic reasons, and thet 
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thie te useful te the Maruiete., However, thie usefulness will depend to 
@ great extent on che U.8, and Western attitudes regarding Nicaragua, 


Sunol concluded by eteting that victory wae made possible by the sserifice 


of the entire Nicaraguan people, including the Sendiniete, the young 
etudente, the entrepreneure and the noncorrupt politics! parties, 


cB0; 3010 
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MOVEMENT DEFENDS CUBA IN FACE OF ANT1~CURAN CAMPAIGN 
PALOL752 San Jose LA HACTON in Spanieh | May 80 p 9A 


[Paid advertioement by the Peoples Revolutionary Movement: “The Truth 
About Cuba"--paseage within slantlines published in upper case) 


{Text} Im the past few days, the Coste Rican people have witnessed one 
of the most intense and syetematic campaigne ever leunched in our country. 


The purpose of that campaign ie evident: To hit the revolutionary people 
and government of Cube. 


On the basie of « real fact, fully acknowledged by the Cuban Government -- 
there etill are people who disagree with socialiem--a calculated campaign 


has been orchestrated trying to depict Cubs ae 4 kingdom of slavery and 
starvation. 


Nothing te further removed from the truth. 


Cube te @ country of 10 million inhabitants, whose people overthrew the 
dictatorship of Pulgencio Batietea in 1959 after several years of heroic 
struggle, thus seieing power from the big native and foreign willionsirer, 
particularly Americans, who had turned the island into « big whorehouse 
and into « gient suger cane plantation where the working people were paid 
miserly wages. 


The triumphant revolution of 1959 found an economically ruined country and 


& people besieged by etarvation, unemployment, malnutrition, illiteracy. 
ignorance and « lack of land and freedon. 


From the beginning it wae underetood that in order to definitely resolve 
these problems « profound and true revolution, not « half-done one, would 
be necessary. Awareness existed that thie was « gigantic task, it wae « 
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The brutel economic blockade eponsored by the United States and endorsed 
by the reeset of the Latin American countries, with the sole exception of 
Mexico, hee made that gigentic task even harder, 


Despite all these obetecles, Soctaliet Cubs hae been advancing in 411 areas, 
The fect that it te acknowledged that Cubs hae one of the best developed 
health eyeteme in the world, enabling it to have the lowest infant mortality 
rates in America, cometitutes tangible evidence of thie advance, 


Cuba has eliminated illiteracy, Today there are equal opportunities to 
study; there ie no unemployment; big etepe have been taken to resolve the 
housing problem; the peasante have land to cultivate, Are there etill 
difficulties’ Yes, there etill are; but they are being overcome each day, 
and the Cuban people, the true people, truet in thie fully. 


Of ite 10 million people, only « very omall fraction does not agree with 
the idea of working to conetruct 4 truly just and democratic society. 
Those who sought refuge in the Peruvian Pmbasey represent « large part of 
these people. Nonetheless, efforte have been made to present « distorted 
image, announcing that there are thousands upon thousande of dissidents 
and that the Cuban people ere against their revolution. The Cuban Govern- 
ment iteelf, through ite consulate in our country, hae offered facilities 
to the Costa Rican presse eo ite members can visit Havana to report on the 
Cuben reality. 


The Cuban people want to continue moving ahead, constructing their sociel- 
iet fatherland and they want those who disagree to leave, in order not to 
hinder the march toward the future. That is why the Cuban Government for 
a very time has mainteined an emigration policy in accordance with 
the people's feeling. 


Cuba has not closed the exit doors. Those who have closed the entrance 
doore include, above all, the United States. Today Cuba is even suggesting 
the possibility that camarioce might be repeated, that is, the departure of 
those wishing to leave for the United States may be facilitated from « point 
in Cuba. 


t ie why 1.5 @illion Cubans aarched for 1) hours 


Tha 

the group inside the Peruvian Embassy “go away, 
raised their fiet high to tell Carter and the U, 
a ° 
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PRESIDENT CARAZO HALLS POREIGN INVESTMENTS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanieh 23 Apr 80 p 4A 


{Text} “If it ie indeed true that foreign investment is not 4 panacea that 
will extricate us from underdevelopment, still, it is a positive instrument 
which contributes to our development,” Rodrigo Carazo Odio, president of 
the republic, has said. 


The president made this observation yesterday at the inauguration ceremony 
of the industrial installations in Pavas of the §. C. Johnson of Central 
America company, which produces a number of cleaning materials exported 

to Central America. 


Carazo stated that in allowing and encouraging foreign investment an effort 
is being made to improve conditions for our population; he aleo recalled 
that our country has «a free economy in which “fortunately it is possible 
for everyone to work toward increased production.” 


The president said that we are a nation which has always been open to every 
contact with the entire world. 


"We have had constant immigration. The immigrant has found in our country 
fertile soil for hie work. Persons from the most diverse origins have come 
to our country. Here the prerequisite for advancement is effort, and 


getting along together comes about as 4 result of everyone's good will and 
faith,” he asserted. 


Carazo added that in our country everyone is allowed to express their 
feelings and beliefs. “It is for this reason that we open ourselves to 
any kind of immigration which will produce the good results we hope for.” 


The president eaid that Costa Rica is a country which permite free invest- 
ment, a8 well as encourages it, with the hope of increasing production and 
achieving substantial material economic progress which will lead to social 
improvement. 
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"We Costa Ricans," Caraso said, “are proud that we allow enterprises and 
persons from all over to pitch camp, work the land and produce, In the 
climate we want~-one of harmony in the fullest sense of the word=-we are 
proud that our production is developing with contributions from all the 
nations of the world,” 


Johnson 


5. C, Jobneon ie an enterprise which was established in our country about 
10 years ago and in expanding ite industrial plant it found iteelf in need 
of having ite own building, which was inaugurated yesterday by President 
Carazo. 


Johnson's main factory ie in the United States, The enterprise has 44 
branches all over the world with almost 13,000 employees. 


Raymond Farley, executive vice president for operations of §. C. Johnson, 
International, stated that the branch in our country is emall since it has 
only 41 employees, but that it is expected to become a model for development. 


Johnson produces waxes, polishes for floors and furniture, aerosol deodori- 
sere, insecticides and industrial cleaning products. 
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COSTA RICA 


VESCO CLTIZENSHIP COURT CASE CONTINUES 
San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 22 Apr 80 p 9 





[Text] The Second Court of Administrative Law and Civil Finances has heard 
the defense of the National Attorney General's Office in the case of the 
suit filed against the State and the Supreme Electoral Tribunal by the 
American Robert Vesco Sasek. 


Lawyers of Veeco Sasek, the international financier, have appealed the 
decision of the Electoral Tribunal which denied him Costa Rican citizenship. 


The defense was presented by attorney Francisco Jose Villa Jimenez. In it 
he pointe out that “the suit does not fall under the jurisdiction of admini- 
strative law and as a consequence your office is not competent to judge 
this matter. 


"This position is shared fully in the opinion handed down by the man who 
was then judge of the Court of Appeals, Daniel Quiros Salazar, to the effect 
that the Constitutional Assembly gave the Supreme Electoral Tribunal 
exclusive jurisdiction over the organization, direction and oversight of 
matters relating to voting and, in order that there should be no juris- 
dictional conflict arising over the interpretation of the pertinent judicial 
rules, the Constitutional Assembly granted that Tribunal exclusive and 
obligatory authority to interpret the constitutional and legal provisions 
applicable to electoral matters, as is clearly stated in Articles 99 and 
102 of the Political Constitution. 





"Aleo, it supports the doctrine that citizenship, though it forms a part 
of the civil status of an individual, has electoral consequences since 
elections depend on it, and without it the so-called electoral rights 
cannot be exercised, that is, the right to elect or to be elected. This 
means without a doubt that in citizenship we do indeed find an element of 
an electoral nature since if one does not enjoy the status of citizenship 
either by birth or by naturalization, these rights cannot be exercised. 
In may opinion, this is quite clear. 
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"In addition to being clear, it is logical and in conformity with the beat 
doctrine in the field of International Civil Law which defines citizenship 
ae a legal and political bond which exists between persone and the State 
a6 4 source and guarantee of reciprocal rights and obligations, those 
termed ‘electoral’ being among these rights." 


The Office of the Attorney General states in ite defense that “to be a 
citizen means that one is under the laws that rule the group, which differ 
from those of other peoples due to the varying conditions in each society, 
and the citizen, thie doctrine asserts, in determining the country to which 
he belongs, ie indicating what laws are his, that is, hie legal condition, 
which he seeks to have respected when he stande before other public or 
private bodies which invoke the application of the laws, so that the 

proper laws may be applied. 


"On the other hand, naturalization is defined as ‘a sovereign and discre- 
tionary act of the public authority by which a person acquires the etatus 

of a citizen of the country which that authority represents,’ and if it 

ie thought that the judiciary can authorize the review of the verdicts of 
the Supreme Electoral Tribunal by the administrative courts, the granting 

of citizenship by the public authority will cease being discretionary, 

some writers maintain, since in our country the procedures for granting 
citizenship are special procedures definitively decided upon by the electoral 
tribunal, the body which has absolute competence to determine everything 
concerned with naturalization and citizenship." 


9204 
CSO: 3010 











DOMLATCAN REPUBLIC 


J 


#3 
t2ae 


ai 
it 


LE 
ii 





Tae 


21 








Fidel Castro's Failure 


San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 18 Apr 8 p 6 


“Cubane Fleeing Toward Freedom”) 


(Bditerial: 
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Aid Por Refugees 
San Selvedor LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanieh 18 Apr 80 p 6 
[Bditerieal: “Time Te Demonetrate True Solidarity”) 


(Text) These 10,800 Gubane~-men, women and children=-whe 2 weeke ago were 
given asylue in the Peruvian Babessy grounde in Havanese, present the people 
of the continent with an opportunity te demonstrate their epirit of true 
solidarity. 


These thousands of fugitives give fore to « true human drama which hae all 
the seriousness of 4 catastrophe. They are thousande of homeless people 
who, had they been victiaes of @ natural dicaster, would not have been denied 
the help they seed by anyone. Well, then, those thousands of Cubans are 
homelese, heaving lost their homes, belongings and country. 


Those thousande of Cubane need the people of thie hemisphere to help thea, 
etrictiy for humanitarian reasons and in the epirit of the auch-lauded 
continental solidarity. Those refugees need our help, and they need it 
today, from ail the countries of thie hemiephere, in particular, and froe 
the entire world, in general. 
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TEXT OF ARMS CONTROL LAW PUBL) SHED 
San Salvador H. MUNDO in Spanish 15 Apr 80 p 29 


(Text of the Firearms, Ammunition and Their Accessories Lew, which hee 
been in effect since 12 March 1980.) 


(Text) Decree eo 160 
The Revolutionery Gowernment Junta: 


1. That the lack of euitable legislation which regulates the possession, 
or carrying of firearms, explosives and their accessories is 4 
contributed to the increase in crime in the country, 


In the ewerciee of the authority conferred by Decree Bo 1 of 1979, which 
wae publiehed in the Official Journal Wo 1 191, Volume 265 of the same year, 
decrees, sanctions and promulgates the following: 


Firearms, Ampunition and Their Accessories Control Law. 
Title I 


Purpose of the Law 


Art i--The purpose of thie lew ie to regulate the import, internal sale, 
seoufecture, distribution, eale, transport, possession, carrying, use, con- 
fiecetion, etoring end destruction of firearms, emmunition and accessorics. 


> 











Art 2d=-The Minietry of Defense and Public Safety will exercise control over 
the activities referred to in the preceding article in accordance with the 
provisions of the freapective regulation. 


Tithe tt 


Licenses for the tmport, sale, manufacture, repair, possession and carrying 
of aree, smmunition and thelr accessories. 


Art }-=fvery individual of ion guest obtein pricr authorisation from 
the Mintetry of Defense and Public Safety to engage in the import, sale, 
meoufecture of of firearms, ammunition and their scc0eseortes. A 
especial regulation will epecitfy the parameters of these licenses. 


Art 4=-The following pereone can possess, carry, transport or vee firearm 
without the need for the license stipulated in thie law: 


4) Commendere, officers or enlieted personnel of the armed forces and 
security lone of the republic on active duty, in accordance with 
the respective ailitary regulations, ordere or directives. 


b) Surveillance personne! of the Directorate General of Penal and Rehabil- 
itetion Centers, in the performance of their duties in accordance with the 


respective regulation. 


¢) Pereonnel of the customs, gunicipal and airport police forces when in 
the exerciee of their duties. 


Art S=-The following officials aay aico possess and carry firearms without 
need of the license etipulated by thie law: 


a) The president and vice president of the republic; 





b) The president of the Legislative Assembly; 

c) The president of the Supreme Court of Justice; 
4) Minietere and under secretaries of state; 

¢) Secretaries of the Presidency of the Republic; 
f) The Attorney General of the Republic; 

a) The Attorney General for the Poor; 


bh) Members of the Territorial Service on the occasions they serve together 
under the immediate command of the respective commissioner or commander. 











Tithe ttt 
Regietration of Arme 


Art 6=-Bvery Cireare whoee possession, ownership of carrying te authorised 
in conformance with thie law @uet be registered in the Arme Register which 
will be maintained by the Minietry of Defense and Public Safety, in accor 
dance with the provisions of the reapective regulation. 


Firearms used by the National Rifle Federation for eporte activities will 
aieo be regietered in the aforementioned register. 


Title Iv 
Prohibitions 


Art J=-The tmport, sale, manufacture, repair, possession, ownership of carry~ 
ing of arme and ammunition which are not in the following categories are 
prohibited: 


Ares: .22 caliber rifles; sporting or emali-game shotguns; .22, .25, .32, 
3 and .45 caliber revolwers; .22, .25, .32, .38 caliber and 9-am seni- 
automatic pistols. 


Sawed-of f shotguns and armored or sushrooe-nosed ammunition are categorically 
prohibited. 


In special cases and for security purposes, commercial, industrial, agricul- 
tural and bank enterprises or state and Ministry of Defense and Public Safety 
institutions can be authorized to use any clase of firearms after they have 
met the legal requirements which will be established by the respect ive 


regulation. 


Art 8--The import, sale, sanufacture, repair, possession, ownership or carry- 
ing of telescopic sights or any attachment, accessory or device which reduces 
the blest of any firearm, ae well ae those which launch grenades are prohibited. 


Art %-=The alteration or remowal of the trademark, serial oumber or caliber 
of firearms, or the shortening of shotgun barrels is prohibited. 





Art 10--Gunemithe are prohibiced from buying and selling firearms of any 
kind. Pawnshopse are also prohibited from lending soney on--or sel ling~-the 


aforementioned arms. 

Title V 

Penalties 

Art 1l--Violations of provisions of this lew, in addition to the penalites 


eet by the Penal Code, will be penalized by confiscation of the are or 
empunition and cancellation of the corresponding licenses, if applicable. 





Art l2=-Merchants, manufacturers or gunemithe who violate the provisions of 
thie law will aleo ineur 4 fine of 1,000 to 5,000 colons, depending upon the 
seriousness of the violation, Such fines will be administratively determined. 


General Provietons 


Art 1l}--To ensure faithful compliance with thie law, the Mintetry of Defense 
and Public Safety will order disarmament and arme confiscation operations, 
when deemed necessary. 


Art l4=-Hospitale, doctors, medical practitioners or nurses are required to 
report to Public Security organigations any action taken with respect to 
persons who were killed or wounded by a fireare. 


Art i5=-The same requirement applies to proprietors of vehicle repair shops 


or persone engaged in the buying and selling of vehicles or used spare parte, 
with respect to any bullet holes they discover in these vehicles or spare 


parte. 


Art l6--Arme and ammunition confiscated pursuant to the provisions of thie 
law must be forwarded to the Minietry of Defense and Public Safety, which 
can order their destruction when deemed appropriate. 


Art lv=-It ie aleo presumed that arms, ammunition or their accessories found 
in 4 house, dwelling, residence, establishment, office or vehicle are the 
property or possession of the persons residing in these places, the owner of 
the building, the driver or passenger in the vehicle. 

Title VI 

Temporary and Final Provisions 

Art 18--Any person who on the effective date of this law is the owner or 
possessor of a firearm must request the required license from the Ministry 
of Defense and Public Safety within WO days following the effecitve date. 
Art 19-Gunemiths who have firearms belonging to other persons in their 
possession for repair suet within «4 period not to exceed 5 days send a 
report to the Ministry of Defense and Public Safety containing: 

a) The name of the fireare’s owner; 

+) Caliber of the firearm; and 

c) Repair or modification ordered. 


Art 20--Money-lending companies, pawnshops or similar establishments which 
engaged in commercial transactions involving firearms prior to the effective 
late of this law, within a period of W days following the effective date of 
the lew, gust send a detailed report of these operations containing: the 
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date of the transaction, caliber, make, model, brand name and serial number 
of the firearm; name, address, cocupation and nationality of the person 
with whom the transaction wae carried out. 


Art 2le~-The Bmecutive Authority in the branches of Defense and Public Safety 
will teeue the regulation covering thie law, 


Art 22=-All lewe or regulations antedating thie law which contravene of are 
in contradiction to it in any way are gull and void, 


Art 2}=-Thle lew will become effective § days after ite publication in the 
Official Journal. 


leeved in the President's Office; San Salvador, on the 19th day of the month 
of February in the year nineteen hundred and eighty. 
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BISHOP TO IRAQ—-Iraq's President Saddam Wusayn At-Tikriti today received 
Grenada's Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, who ie paying an official visit 
to that country accompanied by 4 delegation. Wusayn and Bishop discussed 
waye to strengthen the role of the nonalined countries movement, to which 
their two countries belong, and the bilateral cooperation between Iraq 
and Grenada. They also took up the international situation, particularly 
matters affecting the Arab and Caribbean regions. ‘Ieeat Ibrahia al-Duri, 
vice chairman of the Iraqi revolution command council, noted that closer 
cooperation between nonalined countries is essential to face up to the man- 
euvers aimed at frustrating the peoples’ etruggie for liberation and in- 
dependence. Bishop praised the role played by Iraq in etrengthening the 
io [FLI21849 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1806 GMT 
May 
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COLONEL CHUPINA: MILITARY TO PREVENT CHAOS 
Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 17 Apr 60 p 2 


[Speech by Col German Chupina Barahona, director of the National Police, at 
the inauguration ceremony of the National Police social club; date and 
place not epecified) 


{Text} “We will not allow the existence of formidable conspirators, who 
are attempting to push we into a terrible abyes, to cause the fall of our 
democratic order, which stands like 4 great tree covering an immense area 
with ite shade, ite deep roote reaching far out, entwining themselves 
among the eternal rocks. To tear it down it would be necessary to root up 
earth completely. Since thie is our image of freedom, we understand 
could never be 4 greater iniquity nor « gore evil assault 
> tobe bes oppressed and in chains,” Col German 
of the National Police, hae said at the 
he National Police's social club. 





Colonel Chupina made the following speech in the presence of Gen Pernando 
Romeo Lucas Garcia, president of the republic; Carlos Enrique Ovando 
Barilles, president of the judiciary body; Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz, minieter 
of government; Dr Jose Trinidad Ucles Ramirez, firet vice president of the 
Congress of the Republic; ministers and vice ministers of state; magistrates 
of the Supreme Court of Justice; representatives in Congress; and other 
high officials: 


On very few occasions in the 99 years of ite existence has there been felt 
#0 @uch emotion and so guch eatisfaction in the National Police ower ite 

successes and social advancements as is being felt now. For though it is 
true that ite history ie «4 long one, that ite existence stretches out over 
@ long period of time, and that if only « part of it were written it would 
fill great volumes, it is aleo true that ite history is short and poor, if 
we speak exclusively about any gains and iaprovemente which promote the 

social, goral and epiritual advancement of ite members ond their families. 


give recognition to everything that the 
fore ue did for the National Police while they 


know of their many efforte and, soreover, we 
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underetand that there may have been limiting factors of the moat diverse 
character which did not allow them to go beyond what already exieted, 
However, we aleo understand that the evolutionary process in which we find 
ourselves involved ae human beings and especially ae National Police, now 
makes ue responsible to the coming generations, allowing we, thank God, to 
put our utmost enthusiasm, our will and our resources to work #0 that our 
journey through the ranke of thie noble and beloved inetitution, and our 
humble effort, @ay be ae beneficial as we have wanted it to be, holding 
ourselves to the epirit of our service: to do our duty quietly, without 
any claim at all to recognition or gratitude. 


The General Directorate of the National Police maintains the thesis that 
every inatitution, group or organization, before carrying out the assignment 
for which it exiete and in order better to fulfill ite mission, should make 
eure that there ie security ineide it=-that security to which all of us 
have a right and which aleo guarantees future benefits and advantages for 
all at the family level, because it has been proven that the work performed 
ie thue @uch more efficient, both individually and as 4 team. And as a4 
result, the inetitution, group or organisation gete the most out of ite 
potential resources, and thie is in part the reason for the exietence of 
thie house, because it was long overdue that the National Police of Guatemala 
should own 4 place such as thie one, whose facilities, though they certainly 
will never fully satisfy the most diverse tastes, will still prowide the 
mini@um services, capable of relieving the tensions of the service, capable 
of providing a break in the severe routine of our agent's sometimes harsh 
daily work. Because, friends, thie is our National Police club, which was 
planned and built because we deserve it, especially those who while wearing 
the sacred uniform, honoring our country with it and with the sacrifice of 
their duty, serving and meeting such an unbending and harsh obligation, 

have not until today been able to find time to escape from the difficult 
task of being an agent of the National Police--an enormous and enduring 
monument to courage, as it has been correctly called--and it was specifically 
in thinking of them that thie project has been carried out. 


This i# not 4 project that wae conceive i with ambitious plane for a huge 

and complex building, and in carrying it out we hawe not attempted to 

compete with any other building in luxury or fancy architecture, We have 

only wanted to bring to a successful conclusion a project which was born 
specifically out of the determination we all feel to search and find any 
benefite that there may be for our noble inetitution, a determination which 
should always be kept alive because in this case, it is up to all of us who 
are involved to keep watch over the maintenance as well as over the improvement 
of thie club. 


Owr great institution, only 1 year away from being a 100-year-old National 
Police, today inaugurates the building that houses ite social club and we 
can already say with justifiable pride that this is a historic day for us, 
*spectally because for 99 years it was necessary to make cumbersome 
contracts or accept offers with strings attached in order to find a site or 
a building where a meeting or 4 party could be held. Prom now on all of 
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our meetings, either for work or for celebration, will be held in these 
premises, because it is our home, and we will use it with the truest and 
affection with which we will preserve it and improve it, 


These are simple quarters but not lacking in comfort and we do not doubt 
that they will eerve their purpose, and all we have to do from thie day 
forward ie to take care of them because they will be useful to use, because 
they are ours, and because they represent a look toward the future, and we 
know that all who follow after ue will do the same, 


The comfort and physical well-being of society are the product of the 
spiritual liberation of mankind, And to thie extent we are confident that 
we will alwaye be able to maintain thie high degree of individual develop- 
ment in order to be able to guarantee the permanence of a Guatemala always 
free, and the existence of a fatherland which every day becomes greater 
and better, because thie ie our responsibility. 


We will not allow the existence of formidable conspirators, who are attempt- 
ing to push ue into a terrible abyss, to cause the fall of our democratic 
order, which stands like a great tree covering an immense area with ite 
shade, ite deep roots reaching far out, entwining themselves among the 
eternal rocks. To tear it down it would be necessary to root up the earth 
completely, Since this ise our image of freedom, we understand that there 
could never be a greater iniquity nor a more evil assault against Guatemala 
than to leave her oppressed and in chains. 


I consider this an opportune time to express gratitude for the spontaneous 
collaboration of all those institutions, business firms and individuals who 
i.. one way or another contributed their assistance in the realization of 
this important project, To all, our eternal thanks, 


Mr President of the Republic, Division Gen Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia, 
through me the National Police makes clear and evident ite deepest gratitude 
to you for the steadfast support you have always shown us which has enhanced 
us as an inetitution, physically, morally and spiritually, and especially 
for the support you have given us on this occasion when, because you are 
personally inaugurating this beautiful building, this simple act takes on 
real significance and leaves unforgettable memories, For this, Mr President, 
our eternal loyalty. 
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POREIGN COMPANIES CONTINUE OIL EXPLORATION 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 20 Mar 60 p 20 
[Report by correspondent Carlos Absalon Galvez) 


[Text] Santa Elena Peten--Two foreign companies are continuing their oi] 
explorations in the northern part of this region, especially in areas near 
the Mexican border, where the existence of oil has already been verified. 


The FYDEP [National Agency for the Economic Promotion and Development of 

El Peten) Promoter, Col Jorge Mario Reyes Porras, said the companies involved 
are Texaco and Hispanoil, which are also building a regular highway from 
Ciudad Flores to the area called El Naranjo, where the explorations are 
taking place. 


This highway, Reyes emphasized, will enable Texaco and Hispanoil to trans- 
port vital drilling equipment. 


If There Ie Oil 


Colonel Reyes added that according to initial explorations it is possible 
there is oil inside Guatemalan borders, “specifically very near Peten, in 
Mexico's southern region (Tenosique and Chiapas). Mexican companies are 
drilling, and it is known that they have found oil." 
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~\TEMALA 


BRLEFS 


PORT CHAMPERICO EXPORTS--Cotton te the moet important agroindustrial product 
of our country's exporte through the docks of the national port of Champerico, 
according to information provided by authorities of this agency. They point 
out that 117,228 tone of cotton were exported during 1979, while during the 
eame period 469 tons of coffee were exported, as were 1,643 tons of sesame 
and 561 tone of other agricultural products that traditionally are sent to 
the markete of Europe, Asia, etc. According to predictions by Champerico 
port agents, more exports are expected thie year, taking into account date 
on plote of land in tillage, and it was also emphasized that cotton once 
again will be exported in greater volume than other products and will at 

the same time bring in more money. Slight increases are also anticipated 

in sugar exports, taking into account the price rise on the international 
market, and finally, it is anticipated that there will be an increased 
export of beef to traditional markets. [Text] [Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL 
in Spanish 7 Apr 80 pp 1,2) 9545 
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far were insufficient, but he bellewes 





"We hawe decided,” he noted, “te rise in ares.” Sut obviously sot at the 
moment sithough, be added, “the activities ageinet the tyranny will etert 
soon.” 


Laine said hie organization, which shows some affinity with the socialiet 
international, welcomes 411 types of alliances because, sbowe 411, it wante 
to unite “all Haitian patriots.” He said hie sowement welcomes communicte, 
Chrietians, Meotete, Lutherans of any other ideology, but etreseed, however, 
that he will seither ask for support froe , 
he 
is 


, 
| 


He told the reporter that hie eupportere are 
pointe in the United States, Canada and South America. 
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We are certain that these postulates will deserve 


the support of 411 upright citizens,” Laine concluded. 


"We are nationaliets, democratic and progressive, and we want to restore 


democracy in our country. 
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ERNESTO CRUZ GAYS LEFTISTS WILL NOT PENETRATE COUNTRY 
Sen Pedro Sule LA PRENSA in Spaenieh 21 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Former President Ramon Ernesto Crus said yesterday that the ultra- 
left will not penetrate Honduras a6 it hae done in El Salvador and Guatemala 
if the new constitutional government turne ite attention to the majorities 





utive, who ruled in Honduras constitutionally with the 
support of the Bational Party, said that guch work is awaiting the new 
goverament in Honduras, given the circumstances in Central America at present. 


te Will Not Participate 


Crue eaid he would definitely sot participate in public administration this 
time, “because I no longer want to, but I am of course obliged to offer ay 
help with respect to the defense of the nation's territory. As « Honduran, 
and in ay capacity ae « lawyer, I ehall always be ready,” he emphasized. 





" ope of which wae held in San Pedro Sule 


and another planned for Tegucigalpa, he explained that “thie is a palpable 
eign that the people do not want communion and desire to go to the polls 
in the coming elections. 
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The style of writing in the report is merely expository, and we have 
adhered to the original almost to the letter, we have only summarised 
it somewhat and left out « qumber of references that we regarded as 
dangerous for the persone referred to ia then. 





aa ed to clarify that what the authors of the report term 
Marniet et ideology, we would call simply communiet, although 
there are nuances with regard to the ecope and orientation that the 


protegoniste of developments in Nicaragua themeelves would impart to 
their communion. 


Wow that we have made theee clarifications, which we feel are essential 
for @ proper interpretation of thie “dossier,” we will plunge directly 
iate it. 








The Factore of Power 


The ultimate authority, in other words, the core of decision-making 
power in Niceragua, ie the so-called National Directorate of the 
Sandiniest National Liberation Front (FSLN), which consiete of nine 
commanders, who reflect the existing trends within the FSLN. These 
trende have « proportional representation. Tomas Borge, Bayardo Arce 
and Henry Ruiz belong to the “prolonged people's war" tendency. Jaime 
Weelick, Luise Carrion and Carlos Nunes represent the so-called 
“proleterien” trend, and Humberto and Daniel Ortege, along with the 
Mexicen Tiredo, make up the so-called “intervention” (terceriete) 
trend. Nevertheless, these nine men have « common denominator: their 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. 





The Government Junte reigne but does not govern. Ite functions are 

to represent end to implement, recognizing that the National Directorate 
of the FSLN hae the lest word. Therefore, there ie no duality of 

power to cauee tensions or contradictions. 


Real Basie for Power 
The FSLH relies fundamentally on the following factors of power: 
) Control of the eilitery 


Although we cannot aseert that the Sendiniest Army is homogeneous, auch 
less that it adheres to Marxist-Leninist thought, ite line of command, 
eepecially at the top, is controlled by men who conform to thie philo- 
sophy. A process of purges hae been carried out simultaneously with 
the startup of the Political Training School of the Sandiniet Army, 
which functions as a Marxist-Leninist ideological indoctrination 
center. 
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major factor ie prestige, because, in « word, the FELN etressce 
great wilitery “victory” that it won over the dictatorship, when 
Somose's overthrow wee actually the result of « negotiated settlement. 


Thie prestige hae serious erosion in recent months. On the 
one hand, « situation full-fledged anarchy hee » ead in 
mony inetences each commander hae acted according to hie own judgment, 
ouing hie own ambitions and seeking greater political espace in 
power etruggle. in other inetances, the attitudes and behavior 
the aembere of the Sendiniet Army remind people of the attitudes 
behavior of Somose's guarde: arbitrary arrests, takeovere of 
idings, confiscation of care, ete. 


g £8": 


tiness of most of the commanders, who speak offensively and 
aggressively to those who disagree with them (calling them mangy dogs, 
cockroaches, vermin, etc) hae created « vieible unease among aa 
— of the population. te addition, siliterily thie army is 
te dilapidated. it hae serious problems getting supplies such as 
equipment, uniforms, weapons, gunitions, etc. 


not thet some 15,000 weapens are etill thought to 
the hands of civiliens, who have refused to turn them over in 
of the appeale and even the operations that the FSLN hae under- 
to recover thes. 


In any case, the Saendiniet Army ie unquestionably a key pillar 
supporting the new regime. 


b) Social control 


It ie in thie field that the PSLN has tried to monopolize e111 of the 
people's organised forms of expression. All efforte have been aimed 
at heving single organisations: « single labor union, « single youth 
movement, « single women's movement, etc. 


The graee roote orgeniszations spurring thie approach are the so-called 
Sandirist Defense Committees (CDS), which function as the “eyes 

and ears” of the revolution and ae political and ideological orien- 
tation centers. 


Although they have not been set up and consolidated nationwide, they 
are the groundwork for social regimentation. 


In the labor ephere, they have launched the Sandinist Workers Fede- 
ration, which has overwhelming official backing: buildings, vehicles, 
assistance from the Labor Ministry and, above all, the active presence 
of Sandiniet leaders, the main commanders in particular, who come to 
work centers to “organize” workers within the CST. 
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Soon after their victory, along with the men of the “Simon Bolivar" 
Brigade, which consisted mainly of Trotekyites from the Fourth 
International, they did the “dirty” work, forcing people, in many 
eases at gunpoint, to join the CST. This brigade was expelled from 
the country, but the job had been done. 


In pureuit of thie single movement policy, the CDS's have promoted 
the establishment of the 19 July Youth Movement, the Sandiniet Women's 
Movement and the Agricultural Workers Association (ATC). 


The entire setup indicates that they do not want to leave a single 
opening in the social fabric. 


Thie policy has, however, met with etrong popular resistance, in 
particular among unions. The Federation of Nicaraguan Workers (CTN), 
which is affiliated with CLAT [Latin American Workers Federation) and 
which enjoys a well-earned prestige because of its struggles against 
the Somose dictatorship, hae grown stronger and represents a clear 
alternative to the government-backed labor movement. 


¢) Economic control 


Given the enormous economic power that the Somoza family and ite 
followers had amassed, it has been easy for the FSLN to centralize 
virtually the entire production apparatus in ite hands. In this 
regard there hae been a clear-cut policy of not promoting private 
enterprise, and although the men in power have said and repeated 
publicly that they will keep a major portion of the economy in 
private hands or in joint economic arrangements with the state, in 
reality ground rules have not been established, and in contrast the 
trend is towards centralizing in estate hands the entire production 
apparatus, even key service areas like banking, transportation, 
trade, etc. 


4d) Political control 
The FSLN hae met with significant opposition in this area, and in 


particular, political groups with democratic leanings have presented 
an alternetive political program. 


The FSLN portrays itself as the national liberation movement, with a 
clear-cut tendency towards monopoly. Its approaches and actions are 
designed to eliminate or minimize any alternative political viewpoint. 
Existing political groups, such as the Social Christian Party, the So- 
‘@igl Democratic Party, the Liberal Party, etc, are under constant 
attack. 











It ie true that these parties do not have broad popular support, but 
it ie no lees true that as the FSLN continues to project the image of 
@ power-monopoliging orgenisation, many democratic segments of 

society are joining the democratic parties, which have recorded steady 
grovth in recent monthe. 


e) Control of the masse media 


Inasmuch as Somoza or his supporters owned moet of the mase media, the 
state took over |7 radio stations, the 2 television channels and a 
newspaper. Thies enables the FSLN to control almost all outgoing 
information and, therefore, to present only the official line of 


thought. 


The following remained outside government control: the newspaper 
PUEBLO, the newspaper LA PRENSA, and the Radio Catolica, Radio Amor, 
Radio Corporacion and Radio Mundial broadcasting etations. 


The firet mentioned paper, which followed the Maoiet line, was 
arbitrarily shut down, and its owners were tried and sentenced to 2 
years in jail for being counterrevolutionaries. The FSLN has 
repeated that similar “medicine” will be administered to those taking 
the same approach. 


Thie arbitrary move furthered restricted freedom of expression in the 
country. 


LA PRENSA has hewn to the official line, rarely expressing dissent 
and alwaye in a very polite tone. 


In point of fact, there is self-censorship and some degree of fear. 
Hence, dissent from the official line is practically never heard. 


To summarize, we can gather from the above that the Nicaraguan 
Revolution is moving towards the development of a Castro-like 
totalitarian political program. Nevertheless, we must aleo take «4 
look at the limitations on this program. 


Terrible Economic Situation 


Because of the aftermath of the war, the plundering of public funds 

by Somoza and his cronies, the sizable foreign debt and the substantial 
drop in farm production (cotton, coffee, etc), the country's economic 
situation is very grave, with all of the social repercussions that 

this entails: unemployment, supply shortfalls, high prices, etc. 
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Without doubt, the FSLN's basic task ie national reconstruction; ¢) 

ie @ gigantic undertaking that can be accomplished only through et). < 
and sustained international support and wideranging domestic coop- 
eration. Nicarague neede help and peace. 


In order to undertake the reconetruction task, the FSLN has to seek 
economic and technological resources in what we call the Western World. 
All indications are, however, that no government or international 
organization would be willing to finance a totalitarian political 
program. Hence, the equation is simple: reconetruction=pluraliem. 


Thies tragic dependency severely curtailse the maneuvering room of the 
strong-willed FSLN. It ie being forced to act pragmatically and will 
not be able to readily establish ite political program, unless the 
USSR and ite satellites show a willingness to furnish unlimited 
support, thue defying the United States in ite natural sphere of 
influence. 


Fc the moment the USSR does not seem interested in providing such 
support, and thus we can see the FSLN's desperate efforts to obtain, 
for example, Venezuelan oil under the most favorable conditions. The 
PSLN itself hae described the country as an international "beggar." 


So far, the FSLN has not received enough assistance to meet the most 
elementary of needs. There is a great deal of international reluctance, 
ae well as strong pressure to see to it that any aid really helps 

ineure pluralism. 


Domestic Opposition 


There has been a greet deal of speculation about Cuban aid, but Cuba 
clearly has barely enough resources to survive. Its support comes 
through ideological channels: culture, communications, state 
security, by sending over ideologues. There is no evidence of major 
assistance for economic recovery and the restructuring of the country. 
The overthrow of Somoza was not a unilateral FSLN accomplishment; it 
resulted from a series of efforts and sacrifices by the Nicaraguan 
people, businessmen, union organizetions, political groups, churches, 
etc, with strong and decisive international backing. 


The FSLN iteelf is heterogeneous, and we cannot assert that all of 
ite members hold the same ideology, not even the same concept of the 
revolutionary process. Each knapsack contains an ideological load 
and a path to be traveled. 


Thus, the FSLN has very pronounced limitations in sweeping away all 
opposition and establishing a totalitarian political program. Further- 
more, the country would not tolerate a fresh armed confrontation. 
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conditions 46 net seem to be present for the FELA to take the 
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in conclusion, the shaping of the Hiceraguan revolutionery process will 
depend to « lerge extent on the role end approach taken by demo~ 
eratic governments, which con exert « positive ead vigorous influence 
on the process in aeny ways. In thie connection, the role of the 
Andean Group, headed up by Venenuels, is vitel. 


When #11 ie eaid and done, Nicerague still hee « long road to traverse, 
and although time end espace are on the FPOLN's side, we cannot sesert 
thet 11 ie eleeady lost. 
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EFFECT OF ROMERO'S DEATH ON REVOLUTIONARY CHRISTIANS DISCUSSED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 26 Mer 80 p 3 
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exclusive choice for the poor. 
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t ves, However, the basic criterion for the assumption of poverty, 

not in the value of poverty per ee, but rather 
in the requirement for love which becomes reel and veracioue in the service 
of others, in sharing one's goods, in giving up one's life.... 


lt te true that Jesus made thet cholee for the poor because such wae the 

mission received from God, However, has not the church taken up thie self- 

eame wiesion from Jesus’ Then, why te there fear of denunciation and eriti- 
poor 


~~ 


clem of etruggle and of changing etructures 


Let we etete it clearly: In Jesus the cho the wee definitely 
motivated by faith; @ faith understood as the saving grace of God. And 
that commitment wae made effective in the economic and topolitical sector, 


From that profound motivation of faith--action of the Spirit--and from that 
choice of the poor--manifestation of « fertile communion with God--Jesue 
questioned the theocratic, exploitive and oppressive eyetem which prevailed 
in @ Palestine dominated by the Roman Empire. Jesue did not recognise the 
will of God in the power of the highest prieste nor in the authority of the 
Sanhedrin; he did not recognise it in the sacrifices, in the ritual purifi- 
cations, nor in the observance of the Sabbath; he did not recognise it in 
the magnificence of the temple nor in the discrimination of the Samaritans.... 
Would He recognize the will of God today in the despotiem of some leaders 
who claim to be pastore or in the pharissical obsession for orthodoxy’ 
Would He recognize it today in faithful compliance with canonical Law’ 








From the heart of the self-same oppressed people, when in them there ie the 
incarnation of an authentic evangelist, real prophetic communities spring 
forth which customarily seal their testimony in blood. And in our days, 
that ie « eign of credibility eo that the world will recognise «4 living 
Christ who continues to etruggle, dying and being resurrected, for ite 
liberation. 


A bishop hee died im El Salwador. They have killed « true pastor and pro- 
phet. And Christ comtinues to be alive and present in his church. However, 
liberatore are not created out of humanity if they limit themeelves to 

the publication of condolences filled with hyprocrisy when « Christian dies 
who wae vilified and alienated by the self-same high officials, although 
with different words and different deeds. 


it is true that these Lines are being written with the emotion produced by 
an atrocious crime. However, they are also being written with « fear that 
we will quickly forget the events and easily silence our consciences. 
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"Revolution Defends Freedam of Religion") 


| Bditerial: 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DEFENDED IN EDITORIAL 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanieh 7 Apr 60 p 3 


with evil intentions who convince those etill 
our people. 


that - Sandiniet Populer Revolution does not re- 
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people is guaranteed. 
PSLA (Sendiniet National Liberation Front), can 
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NICARAGUA 


Managua BARKICADA in Spanish 11 Apr 80 p 3} 
{Editerial: “Democracy Has New Content”) 


[Text) With the overthrow of the dictatorship, there was aleo forever 
buried in Nicaragua the old, fictitious shell of a democracy by means of 
which Somoza, the conservatives and the political hacks of the soment 
always attempted to legitimize themselves in the eyes of our people. 
History would have been different had Sompsa been removed from the country 
“in one fell ewoop” leaving intect the middle-class power bases as in- 
perialies and the participante in the mediation effort would have wished; 
however, fortunately for our people, such was not *he case. With the 
victory of the revolution--over Somozies and reformism--all the inetitu- 
tions of the middle clase, 411 ite economic, political and ideological 
power beses, were overturned. 


A new democratic and popular government sprang up, and its inetitutionali-~- 
zation does not in any way resemble what middle-class commonsense, which is 


etill floating around in the atepephere, suggeste Nicaraguan democracy 
should be. 


Precisely therein resides the originality of the Sandinist revolution; 

in the manner in which the fundamental forces that make up popular power-- 
laborers, peasants and radicalized lower middle-class sectore--give 
organizational form to that government and at the same time permit the 
participation of other forces which support the revolution and ite insti- 
tutions. 


And thie must basically respond to the peculiarities of our revolution and 
the different structures of government. 


in thie regard, statements made by Dr Sergio Ramirez to the New Nicaragua News 
Agency (ANN) on the eubject of the Council of State make two things quite 
clear: firet, that this consultative-legislative entity will have broad 
national respresentation and, second, that the vital forces of the revolu- 
tion will be present in it, in accordance with their power of representation. 








Up to now, the masse organisations have been a de facto expression of the 
new bases of Nicaraguan democracy and popular participation. However, both 
at the internal organisational level of each of these organisations and as 
regards their specific form of participation in the government and the 
expression of their interests, there te etill a long way to go. However, 
what are perhaps moet important are the experiences accumulated up to the 
present, the full exercise of democratic freedoms with which the workere 
are strengthening themelvee day by day in organisation and awareness, and 
the character of the organizations which guarantee representation to the 
great masses and their intransigent presence in each of the struggles and 
actions which their representatives are carrying forward. 





in @ few weeks, what up to now has been a de facto form of democratic 
participation by the masses will acquire an institutional channel with 
the installation of the Gouwncil of State. In it, the representatives of 
the laborers, peasants, women, youth, teachers and other authentic popular 
unions will be able to express their interests to the entire nation by 
means of legislative proposals. Therefore, it is of the utmost importance 


beginning today, to speed up the campaign to prepare all members of masse 
organizations for their participation in the Council of State. 
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ORIGINALITY OF REVOLUTION DISCUSSED 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Apr 80 p 2 


(Commentary by Jaime Perez Alonso: “The Originality of the Nicaraguan 
Revolution” | 


{Text} “All nations will reach socialies,” Lenin wrote, “thie ie inevitable; 
however, each of them will reach it in a different way. Each of them will 
contribute a certain amount of originality to one form or another of 
demcracy, to one formor another of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

and at one pace or another to the socialist transformations of the various 
aspects of social life.” 


Viktor Neznanov, in hie “Logic of History,” saye that one of the extremes 
to which this important question is carried “consists of the fact that 
certain dogmatisets, wrapping themeelves in revolutionary phraseology, deny 
the peculiarities of the socialist revolution in different countries. They 
demand that the socialist transformations be carried out and that socialicn 
be built in conformance with established plans forever, in the same fore 
and using the same wethods. This dogmatic point of view,” Nesnonov goes 
on to say, “paralyzes the revolutionary energy and initiative of the working 
masses, causing the proletarian revolutionary parties to transform them- 
selves into organizations made up of persons without « critical sense who 
do not wish to see the enormous diversity of historical and national con- 
ditions in the various countries.” 


It is enough to add here, for the reader's better understanding, that 
extremists who are promting the implementation of socialism along “foreign” 
models are represented in our country by 4 certain group of obsolete and 
outmoded intellectuals in which Maoists, Trotakyites and anarchists stand 
out, who, infiltrated into the ATC [Agricultural Workers Association) and 
the CST [Sandinist Workers Federation], are stubbornly engaged in blocking 
the economic recovery of Nicaragua in the fields and factories. 


Lenin himself pointed out the danger of ignoring the unique conditions of 
one or another country and openly condemned every absurd effort to build 
socialism in accordance with a specific mold. 








ln our case, the National Directorate of the PULN |Sandinist National 
Liberation Front) ieeued « declaration which wae published in PODER 
SANDINISTA on 27 December 1979 and which in part states: “This revolu- 
tion ie attempting to solve the social probleme which confront it by 
attacking them in depth and without trying to imitate any country. Copying 
ie not the pathway of the Sandinsit revolution, of any revolution, because 
we have to solve the probleme of our country just ae we solved the probles 
of the dictatorship: by wing our heads, Wo one ie going to dictate our 
solutions; we quest be capable of finding thea.” 


And | say to ay fellow countrymen that, a6 true Girietians, there ie no 
reason whatever for we to fear socialiem, which is pointing out to ue 
the only possible way for our people to rise out of the underdevelopment 
and poverty to which we were being subjected by foreign economic dependence 
acting hand-in-glove with the Somosa dictatorship. The well-known Brazilian 
archbishop, Welder Camara, writes on thie subject in hie ideological work, 
“Capitaliem and Socialiem": "“Chrietians have the duty of demonstrating 
that the true socialiem is nothing other than Christianity lived in an 
integral form, with an authentic distribution of wealth and true, funda- 
mental equality. Rather than projecting our ire against that new syetem, 
let we discover in ite structure a better form of social life adapted to 
our times and gore in line with the evangelical epirit. in thie way, we 
will keep many from identifying God and religion with those oppressors 

of the werld of the poor and the workers, which capitaliem and imperialisn 
certainly are. Those inhuman systems have engendered othere which, wishing 
to Liberate peoples, have oppressed men by falling into totalitarian 
collectivies and religious persecution. God and true religion have 

nothing to do with the different form: in which mammon of the iniquities 
appears. Quite to the contrary, God and true religion are alwaye on the 
side of those who attempt to promote 4 @ore just and fraternal society 
among al] the children of God, the great human famtiy.” 





And permit @e to conclude with the well-known thought of Leo XTII: “If 
proclaiming the rights of the worker and defending the dignity of man is 
being 4 socialist, then I am 4 socialist.” 
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ATC HEAD DISCUSSES AGRARIAN REFORM 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 2! Apr 80 p 3 


[Interview with the organisational secretary of the Agriculture! 
Workers Association (ATC), FPramcieco Lopes; dete and place not given) 


[Text) We recently conducted an interview with 


Comrade Francieco Lopes, the sational secre- 
tery of the ATC. In it he c fies the ATC's 
stand with regard to idle lend and reporte on 

the organisational geine of Wi fare 
workers. We invite our public to read it 
carefully 


BARRICADA: What can you tell we ebout the organizational geine that the 
ATC hae made since it wae founded lest December? 


Francisco Lopes: After the Great National ATC Organizational Assembly, 
we have devoted ourselves to consolidating the organizational efforte 


thet we have been promoting in ell departments. 


In January of thie year we established « work program for ourselves 
and we aleo intend to promote departmental sesemblies. 


Based on thie work, which wae done during the last week in January and 
which aime at consolidating our orgenizational and political efforte 
throughout the country, departmental aesemblies have been held in Masaya, 
Carezo, Leon, Matagelps, Boaco and Esteli. 


Ten assemblies remain to be held, and we will be undertaking them every 
week, especially on Sundays #0 a6 not to halt production. 


Departmental Assemblies 
BARRICADA: What is the purpose of the departmental assemblies? 


Francisco Lopes: The goal of the assemblies is to set up «4 comprehensive, 
stable and permanent orgenizational etructure, to lay the groundwork 
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for ite eubsequent strengthening in each department, which will enable 
we to consolidate our efforte and to pursue them more vigorously and 
energetically. 


Another objective is to gradually groom the masses for revolutionary 
democracy, for example, participation, through their delegates, in the 
election of the departmental executive committee and in the keynote 
report delivered at these assemblies. 


We aleo intend to gradually eet up municipal committees. We began thie 
work in April. The formation of municipal committees ise very important 
because we will be getting to the grass roote, inasmuch ae the depart~ 
mente] committees will be based on the municipal committees, and the 
latter, in turn, on the grease roots. 


Thies ie @ pyramidal etructure that will enable use to have 4 more 
objective leadership and more ecientific work and to increasingly 
consolidate our organizational efforte among workers, and this will 
subsequently constitute a full-fledged, strong and dynamic machine that 
will really defend the interests of the workers. 


We gust promote our clase organization, in light of the attacke that 
the most reactionary sectors of the bourgeoisie have been Launching 
ageainet our organization recently. These attacks indicate to use that 
we are on the right road. 


It is to the extent that our organization is attacked by these 
recalcitrant sectore thet we realize the work that we are pursuing, 
because we would be worried if the bourgeoisie and the oligarchical 
factions praised us. 


100,000 Comrades in the ATC 
BARRICADA: How many comrades are members of the ATC at this point? 


Francisco Lopez: We can assert that our organization comprises approx- 
imately 100,000 comrades, and thie number is going to go much higher, 
not just quantitatively but qualitatively ae well. We have especially 
boosted the number of credit and services cooperatives, and we are 
currently doing intensive work with emall cotton and coffee producers. 
We are also working with emall cattle ranchers, who on 20 April held 
an assembly in Chontales to set up the emall ranchers’ cooperative in 
that department. 


Because of these organizational efforts to benefit small producers, our 
comrades will no longer be fooled by the big producers who have tried 
to absorb them to add grist to their mills. 
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I can cite the epecific case of the Central Cooperative of Matagalpa 
Coffee Growers, which hae been deceiving and exploiting emall growere, 
who have now begun to realise thie by joining their clases organization, 
the ATC, 


What UPANIC [Union of Nicaraguan Agricultural-Livesctock Producers) and 
the Central Cooperative of Matagalpa Coffee Growers are specifically 
worried about is that the ATC is working with emall coffee, cotton and 
livestock producers, because they know that thie is taking away the 
excessive profite that they used to make by exploiting small producers. 


Serving Smali Producers 
BARRICADA: What mechanieme is the ATC using to serve emall producers? 


Francisco Lopez: The ATC is setting up a work division to take care of 
emall producers, and we are giving special training to comrades at 
both the departmental and nationwide level for this purpose. 


One of the main grievances of emall farmers has had to do with credit, 
financing and technical assistance through PROCAMPO [Program for 
Peasant Development) and the National Development Bank and with getting 
food, inaemuch as many of them live in remote areas and have trad- 
itionally been the victims of speculators and usurers who sell them 
basic commodities at exorbitant prices. 


In thie regard, we are promoting consumer cooperatives that will be 
in charge of supplying basic commodities to the highlands at reasonable 
prices. 


Furthermore, we have responded to the most deeply felt grievance of 
our emall producers, releasing emall grain growers from their debts 
with INVIERNO and cutting interest charges from between 14 and 18 
percent to 6, 7 and 9 percent. It was thanks to the efforts of the 
ATC, not the big producers, that this grievance was satisfied. 


BARRICADA: What organizational problems have you come up against? 


Francisco Lopez: First, we were faced with the lack of organizational 
experience and tradition among farm workers because of repression 
under the dictatorship. Nevertheless, we have seen that they are 
very willing to organize. 


Naturally, certain organizations such as FO, CTN [Federation of 
Nicaraguan Workers], CAUS [Center for Labor Unity and Action] and 
MORE [Revolutionary Workers Movement], with their ultraleftist and 
Opportunistic stands, are trying to thwart our organization's gains 
in the fields. 
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In thie connection, thie year the ATC fought the production boycott 
efforte that several of these organisations were promoting. for 
example, in Chinandega and Leon we fought the FO and CUS (Confederation 
for Trade Union Unity], the CAUS in Nueva Segovia, the CNT in Granada 
and the MORE in Matagalpa and Jinotege. 


In these departments we have opposed theee organizations, which are 
urging peasant farmere to take over etate or private lands. They are 
unscrupulous and therefore threaten our economy. 


The probleme that we face are caused by the resistance of reactionaries 
to our practice of pursuing a policy consistent with the revolution 
and of having a clear idea of what role farm workers are supposed to 
play in thie revolution. We are not trying to air opportunistic or 
demagogical grievances that are not going to be satisfied, nor are 

we taking demagogical or radical approaches, because we know that 

the country currently needs to emerge from chaos and poverty. 


Therefore, we have a plan of action which we are going to fight for 
We are quite clear about this and so we are going to continue in this 
direction to consolidate the revolution. 


The ATC Does Not Demagogically Encourage Land Takeovers 


BARRICADA: Farm workers are faced with the problem of landownership. 
In this connection, does the ATC encourage takeovers? 


Francisco Lopez: The ACT does not demagogically promote land takeovers 
by inciting our comrades to occupy estates. 


However, we are aware of the need to redistribute the land and we 
realize that some people own large tracts of land, most of which they 
keep idle. 


The ATC channels the just demands of workers, poor peasant farmers and 
semiproletarians who, faced with the need to survive, are trying to 
satisfy a natural grievance of theirs by taking over idle lands and 
making them produce. 


We are currently faced with several problems, unemployment on the one 
hand and the production of basic grains on the other. So we do lend 
support when the demands are just, and we channel them, but we do not 
want such takeovers to be left up to the discretion of each individual; 
they must instead be carried out within the framework of true justice. 
Therefore, takeovers should be organized for collective production. 
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Idle Lande for Poor Peasant Farmers 


BARRICADA: ILen't there the danger that the land takeovers will turn 
farm workers into peasant farmers again? 


Francisco Lopes: If the takeovers are indiscriminate, there will come 
a time when we will no longer be able to control them, and thie is 
exactly what organizations like the CTN, CUS and MORE are trying to 
do by aiming the takeovers at places where there is production, thus 
spreading chaos. 


When the ATC channels just takeovers of idle lands, we make sure that 
the comrades involved in the takeover are not full-time farm workers 
but rather poor peasant farmers, semiproletarians who have been 
sharecroppers or farm hands, the ones who work part of the year 
harvesting export farm products and who use their wits to survive for 
the rest of the year. 


These are the comrades whom we are encouraging to adopt thie kind of 
farming on idle lande that are suited for basic grains and horticulture. 


In the people's property sphere, the ATC is establishing agreements 
with the regional INRA [National Institute for Agrarian Reform) under 
which the institute makes available for collective use the lands that 
are not going to be utilized by state-run enterprises. 


We would be converting our comrades into peasant farmers again, taking 
a step backward and turning back the clock if we gave lands to full-time 
workers. 


Through our political and organizational efforts we are trying to 
create an awareness in and encourage our comrades to keep working 
after their last harvest is over, to the people's property farms or 
private farms to gather our farm exports. 
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Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 26 Apr 8 pp |, 12 
{ Laterview with Ernesto Castille, 
Code Under Study"; ders and 


JUSTICE MINISTER DISCUSSES PAL CODE REVISIONS 


“Revision of Penal 


minister of justice: 
place not given) 


, 2) Apr (MM) —trnesto Castillo, minister of justice, 





has only been able to issue the most in- 
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that rey late labor affairs. We are going Lo present the government junta 
with an overall plan of reforms bul that takes tim, 


(Question) How are the prosecutions of businesemen who are decapitalizing 
enterprises going? 


[Anewer, it ie necessary to point out two things about decapitalization. 
The law was promulgated 4 short while ago. There have not yet been any 

in court because we understand that the publication of the law 
elf made some businesemen stop the decapitalization maneuvers. In the 
event of decapitaligation, the accusation goes to the regular judge who inm- 
poses an economic sanction on the enterprise. When directors or officials 
of enterprises hinder their operations, it is a crime under the emergency 
law with imprisonment for those responsible. 


(Question) What penalties of imprisonment and fines are stipulated? 


(Answer) Imprisonment ranges from 3 months to 2 years and the fines depend 
on the decapitalized amount. For the first offense, they must pay back a 
certain percentage and the second time the percentage increases. The eco- 
nomic sanctions are high. 


| Question) How g@any businessmen seem to be decapital izing? 


(Angwer) We have accusations against about 10 enterprises but these have not 
been made public yet because we first have to see if there are sufficient 
grounds to officially present the charges. 


{[Question) Where is the flight of capital going? 


(Answer) In general, this involves people who, in one 
transferring their capital to Uhe United States or to 
prises in Guatemala. 


[Question] What actions will be taken against those who boycott production? 


[Answer) The emergency law and the public order law impose imprisonment for 
those Who boycott production, hindering the normal operations of the enter- 
prises; they are given 3 months to 2 years in jail. The penalty is more 
severe for those who criminally attack production through sabotage, etc. 


[Question] What could you tell us about the people from the communist 
party who have been arrested? 









or another, are 
idiary enter- 





[Answer] Some members of the communist party or people who say they are 
-Gmmmunists who hindered the normal operations of the enterprises by incit- 
img illegal strikes will be charged in court if their responsibility is 
confirmed. 


(Question) What about problems between the courts and the police? 
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LITERACY CAMPAIGN TOPICS DISCUSSED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 28 Mar 60 p 3 
(Commentary: “Literacy Lesson"| 


[Text] The victory of the Sandinist Popular Revolution has given us a 
fatherland which ie free and our own, which we must rebuild from ite foun- 
dations in accordance with the interests of the Nicaraguan people and not 
pursuant to the interests of imperialiem and the exploitive minorities. 


The problems and shortages we will have to endure for a certain period are 
not the fault of the Sandinist Popular Revolution but rather are an inheri- 
tance from the Somoza regime. 


We inherited three disasters: 


a) A country with an economy dependent upon imperialism. We have an 
economy which wae organized in accordance with the interests and at the pace 
of the capitalism of imperialist countries. We are basically dependent 
agricultural exporters. To change thie will require a certain amount of 
time; however, only by changing that structure will we be totally free. 


b) A country organized by the Somoza regime pursuant to the interests of 
foreign capital, the Somozas and a minority of persons ready to betray their 
country. 


c) A country whose factories, hospitals, schools, houses, etc. were destroyed 
by the dictatorship through genocidal attacks. Add to this the fact that 

we are changing our methods of production, our methods of distributing pro- 
ducts and our methods of consumption. This transition involves special 
sacrifices. 


Freedom is costly. We still have not attained it completely. We have 
already made « beginning; however, we are still at war with everything that 
we inherited from centuries of exploitation. We will only achieve total 
‘ictory with organization, work and discipline. 





roduction to the maxiqum. Thie 

meane aa the least possible cost. Thle 

cannot be done unless it ie with « great epirit of organisation. We have 
inherited: disorder, taprovieation, 


: 
: 


ete. The War of National Liberation tavolved much effort; however, we 
cannot cross our arms nor can we reset, We have not finished the job. We 
must work as hard or harder than during the popular insurrection, As for 


the revolution, in addition to the traditional echedule, there ie the 
achedule which ay revolutionary conecience dictates to me. Every day we 
should ask ourselves: tow @uch can I till do today for the liberation 
and reconetruction of our homeland? 


Before the victory of the Sandiniet Popular Revolution, discipline was 
necessary for the liberation etruggle. Now it continues to be very necessary 
for the national reconstruction etruggle. Thies ie not «a mechanical and 
sorrowful discipline. Revolutionary discipline ise the product of impassioned 
love by the people; they are full of initiative and a healthy but not indi- 
vidualiatic critical spirit. 


Outline for the writing of theme 1): 


“With the organization of labor and discipline, we will succeed in building 
the Sandiniet fatherland." 


1. Read the theme carefully and complete the following: 


®. Micaragua ie oure and free ae the result of the 


— oe ER ee ee 





». The reconstruction of Nicaragua will be accomplished by thinking about 
ite and not ; 








Il. Enumerate: 

ao. The disasters inherited from the Somoza regime: 

l. 

2. 

3. 

b. The means by which we will be permitted to be victorious: 
l. 

2. 

3. 


c. Seme of the vices we gust eradicate: 
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lil. Anewer! 
Why do we say that our economy wae dependent’ 
Of what does the maximus organisation of our production consiet? 


What efforte are demanded of wa by the revolution? 
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COMMENTATOR QUESTIONS ARTISTIC CENSORSHIP 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 10 Apr 60 p 2 
(Commentary by Carlos Chamorro Coronel: "“Deerhunt or Witchhunt?") 


{Excerpts} “It is forbidden to forbid." Motto of the May Revolution in 
Parise 19686, 


With the utmost astonishment and even consternation I was informed a short 
time ago by BARRICADA (23 March 1980) that the movie classification committee 
which, ae | understand it, is attached to the Ministry of Culture, had banned 
"The Deerhunter” because it was considered derogatory to the dignity of the 
Vietnamese people. 


In reality, | cannot judge, since I have not seen it (1 was not allowed to 
eee it); however, in principle, I am opposed to all kinds of censorship 
when it cones to art. Otherwise, we would unfailingly fall into cultural 
Staliniem, which is very dangerous and of enormous concern to me. 


Art, #ll art, is par excellence free and can only exist in an atmosphere of 
freedom. it can survive but always in a clandestine way, as happened here 
previously. 


During the Somoza regime, movies by Costa Garvas, such as "2" and "State of 
Siege,” were banned. It would truly be very sad and regrettable if we were 
to make the same mistake. Artistic censorship not only offends our intelli- 
gence and sensibility but aleo and above all our human dignity because it 
reduces us to the status of minors, who are incapable of judging for our- 
selves. Although there is reading and writing illiteracy, let us not add 


to it artistic illiteracy. The not-so-holy cultural inquisition also belongs 
to the past. 











CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ COMPARED TO ARORNTINA'S PRON 


Cereces BOHEMIA io Spanish 28 Apr-4 May 80 pp 18-22 


erie by Humberto J. Hernendes; "We Went Carlos Andres dust the Wy 
"| 


(Text) Juan Domingo Peron echieved « kind of fanatical 
populerity which, fer from declining over the yeere, 

grew to such en extent thet the imprint left behind is 
already sufficiently recorded in the history of Argentine. 


Contrery to the opinion of some members of parliement, who say thet former 
President Carlos Andres Peres sank to some very low levels during the 
leet 3} houre end 20 minutes of hie impeachment proceedings during the 
sletive chembere sitting in judgment of him, end 
t t, es ie public knowledge, the Netional Congress 
on the cherges end wes ready to come out with « 


2 
3 
§ 
sé 





do s0--to achieve the zo of wiping | i= 
out politically with che homicidel weapon of "Sierra Nevede.” 


Although the reaction in his support ceme through # progressive series of 
delayed sections, it is true thet if, right now, « public opinion survey 
were to be conducted to meseure the degree of populerity of former Pres- 
ident Peres, it te almost certein that the results would show thet we ere 
facing the explosion of ⸗ political phenomenon, such es those created in 
— by Juan Domingo Peron and in Colombia by Gen Guetevo Rogees 
Pinille. 


Peron produced « kind of irretional fensticienm which, fer from declining 
over the years, grew so tremendously thet the ieaprint left behind is 
slreedy sufficiently deep in the history and daily life of Argentine. We 
must not forget either thet the masees come up with little ditties which 
they kept chenting, such as the following: "With Peren/even though they 
may judge him to be # crook.” We do not went to drew eny offensive 
enslogies but any well-informed politicel enalyset will ssy thet the slogens 
chented in front of the Netionel Congress, on Mondey of lest week, when 








Carlos Andres Peres delivered hie memorable speech, were Highly eignir- 
teant, Below « photograph of his, the caption read; “We want Carlos 
Andres just the way he te.” 


The case of Gen Rojee Pinille te no less eignifteant, Here we hed « eleter 
nation thet experienced « drama of ite own, (he idealletic adventure of 
M-19 end the e@ieure of the embassy of the Dominican Republic, where more 
then 19 diplomete ere still hostages, including Venesuele's own ambassador 
Virgillo Lovers, end Goneul Francisco Pacheco. Right now, more then ? sonthe 
efter the bold end daring commando operation, whose multiplying effect hee 
turned into @ kind of ecumenical political sounding board, it te atill too 
early to predict the outcome of thie modern odyasey et the home of the 
Dominicen diplomatic mission, It seems thet, from hie grave, the old 
Colombien militery leader, once mocked and reviled, is still fighting 
egeinet reel or imagined injustice committed through him in the nene of « 
democracy thet wee systematically challenged. 


ie Will Hewe To Be "Gowned” 


Until the moment G@rlos Andres Peres spoke up in his own defense, in « 
kind of ect of exculpation, in addressing the legisletive chambers, there 
were positions thet were firmly adopted and there were desires that were 
induced with sophieme and teilor-made truths. But now, running counter 
to the perliementery decision, efter people hed « chance to listen to or 
read the lengthy etatement by the former President of the Republic, there 
ere weny who give him the benefit of the doubt because his lenguage was 
direct end convincing in rejecting not only the conclusions conteined in 
the report of the Speciel Commission of the Chember of Deputies which 
investigeted the acquisition of “Sierra Nevade,” a8 well as the content 
of the epeech delivered by the cheirman of thet commission, Deputy 

Remon Tenorio Sifontes. 


This opinion was sustained, contrary to those who think thet former 
Preeddent Peres dropped to very low levels in his statements before the 
Congress. Many of those who praised the speech by the senator~for-life 
ae being extreordinery, es if to underscore their approvel, resort to 
hyperbolic expression to indicete thet Cerlos Andres will heve to be 


gowned 


"I did not come here,” seid CAP [Carlos Andres Perez) in the final portion 
of his speech, “to defend only my neme but aleo the chief executive who 
received the historical becking of his party, the Democratic Action Perty, 
when he wes its stenderd bearer and brought it to the presidency of 
Venervele; he also received the support of the Venervelen people who 
rewarded him with their votes end elevated him to the post of chief 
executive of the Republic. I heve no intention of making eny irreverent 


71 





comperteonse, such es those which were presented in an effort to extol me 
when I wae at the very summit of power, by those who ere ay bitter and 
virulent edvereertes todey, whose excesses reached the most ridiculous 
proportions. But I must sey thet, because I know our history end world 
history, I em not unaware, in the politicos] geme, of the tremendous 
efforte tavolved in potsonovs pessions which are irreconcileble with 

juet plein common sense. We know thet rancor and ingratitude, vilification 
and denial have been the uevel reward. A tremendous politice! job was 
never edvenced without « meeeure of bitterness end enger." 


He added that, for hie own personel tranquillity, ell he needed was « 
correct verdict which would be in keeping with hie conscience; and he 
eeeured hie audience es to the absolute certainty of hie own probity be- 
couse he never denied that he made eistekes. Furthermore, he thinks that 
he perhepe made many mistakes because to err is human and because unfor- 
tunately no works of man are perfect although Venezuela knows only too 
well thet hie action wes intensive, accelerated, and dynamic as well as 
honest end positive. 


"I will be responsible for my actions,” he said, “in whatever field and, 
from thie tribune of national sovereignty, I denounce this concerted effort 
of nauseating end unconfessable hatred aimed at driving « wedge between the 
people end the most successful political exgeutive organization in the 
entire republicen history of the country, the party which is the safest, 
most sincere end proven instrument of ite development, the guerentor of 
the effectiveness of ite esepireations and its real end immediate hopes; this 
effort is eleo aimed et striking directly et its leader who, with the 
lergest number of votes, won the responsible position of chief of State." 


Tenorio Speech 


Quite neturelly, former President Peres devoted « lerge part of hie pre- 
sentation to the effort fundamentally to reject the conclusions of the so- 
called “Tenorio Report." “But now,” CAP lemented, “IT must aleo address 
myself to the speech by Deputy Remon Tenorio Sifontes, cheirman of the 
Special Investigeting Commission. 


“Although this is « repetition of what I have already said about the proven 
fects, thie ie the firet cherge made against me to the effect that the 
purchese of the vessel wes neither necessery, nor urgent. A vessel which 
cost the nation 86 million boliveres was used only when it was sent from 
Oslo to pick up « cargo of approximetely 2 million kilograms of frozen 
chickens st the German port of Hemburg and the Spanish port of Vigo; and 
when it errived in Veneruels, it ren aground in La Gueira; it took one 
month to unload and it was never used agein; & believe that it wes hidden 
for « long time in the Orinoco, the Caroni or the San Felix; and that is 
where the ship begen to fell spert. What negligence on the part of the 




















comission in tavwestiseting thet situation! I must dwell on this problem 
a little while so thet we may see what the real situation is, 


"Were we heave Adwirel Larresebel who knows that we are maintaining what 
is called the ship's le and that thie record shows everything 
thet @ perticuler vessel docs. The logical thing for the Special Com- 
mission to do would have been to ask for the ship's records and that 
would have shown that the ship errived, tied up at the pier, unloaded 
the chickens, end wae chen sent to such and such a location." 


Former President Perez then refuted one of the obscure points in the speech 
by Deputy Tenorio who frequently was the target of shouts from the gelleries, 
such as “grab the bell, Tenorio,” “Tenorio, you have already lost the min- 
letry thet wae in your future,” "Tenorio, you have sold yourself down the 
river," etc. These ergumente--well-reasoned with elementary logic and 
reference to testimony--clearly revealed thet there were major omissions, 
half-truths, and concealment of some fundamental facts in the preparation 

of the report a6 well ae in the supporting material for the epeech by 

the commission chairman. 


Menichean Practices 


In @ passage in his extensive presentation, former President Perez raised 
some specific points on the presidential stewardship of Dr Rafael Caldera. 
He seid thet, when he took over as the country's chief executive, there 
was enxiety and tremendous preoccupation in Venesuele over the cherges of 
corruption egeinst the preceding edministration: 


“But I hed no intention whatsoever,” CAP seid, “to exploit the general 
relexetion of morality in government during the prior administeation. I 
did not practice and we never practiced manicheaniem: virtue in us, sheme 
in our adverseries. But there is no doubt thet, during my edministretion, 
we put en end to the concealment of crimes egeinst persons because I 
believe that the foundation of honesty must consist of integral end not 
perciel conduct. I mentioned situations thet erose earlier. We received-- 
ae we said at the time--with interest and with satisfaction, during the 
edministretion prior to mine, the establishment of the Compleint Commission 
in the Office of the President of the Republic. But here is whet heppened 
then: 6,000 cases before thet commission were simply burned or teken to 
private files.” 


He then touched on the purchese of the petroleum tankers “Independencie I" 
and “Independencia II," tied in with @ rather shady deal which the govern- 
ment made sure it would not discover. He elso mentioned the problem of the 
venishing prisoners; and he confirmed that, when he learned thet the CIA 
wee operating in certein government agencies, he ordered them closed down 
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because they had even managed to get @ foothold in «a military unit. He 
aleo releted an anecdote which he called historical, according to which 

the President of the FERROSTAL enterprise--e company thet built the SIDOR 
rolled products plant in Gueyane--confided to Lute Hernandes, et 

that time President of SIDOR, following the death of the peesident of the 
VESALPINO enterprise, that it was the consortium whéch was watching over 
everything and which controlled the execution of the construction work on 
the rolled produced plant; according to the confession by the president of 
FEAROSTAL, his worry came from the fact that the deceased had been 
responsible for the payment of commissions and thet there was @ shortage of 
severel millions that had to be turned over and he (the president of FERRO- 
STAL) 414 not know to whom to hand the money over. Former President Peres 
indiceted that he informed the German ambassador about this case at the 
time (1974), as well as Dr Pedro Pablo Aguilar end Dr Eduardo Fernandes. 


"Honesty," CAP emphasized, “is an integral concept. I repeat, we cannot 
accept any half measures; thie means that we must not be manichean, nor 
must we consider man as a perfect being. We are human beings and we make 
mistekes and we must admit that but we muet not try to hold on to a 
pheriseic concept of honesty." 


Social Christian Party Delegation Apologizes to Caldera 


Before concluding his remarks, former President Perez said that he could 
not fail to make # personel reference to « leader of Venezuelan democracy, 
e former President of the Republic, like he himself. 


"My conscience forces me," CAP said, "to mention him because, in some 
statements to an importent Careces deily, he referred to me in rather 
inconsiderete terms end he showed himself to be one of those who ere 
peinfully contributing to thie infemous campsign which seeks to demolish 
me morelly and to present me os somebody who cleaned the public administration 
out. With all of the repugnance which this produces in me, because we are 
not helping, we are not contributing toward the strength of our democretic 
institution, when, on the higher levels and especially among those of us 
who were presidents of the Republic, instead of placing ourselves above 
the routine debate of the parties, we get involved in this way, in a fight 
where you have to think very cerefully about whet you say and how you say 
it, former President Caldera (et this point, the members of parliament of 
the Sociel Christian Party delegation stood up and wildly applauded as an 
expression of appreciation toward their top leader) for whom I heve always 
expressed respect and consideration, did not have to get involved in this 
inconsiderate and direct menner in an issue which hes not been definitely 
resolved; and when he was asked whether he believed thet former President 
of the Republic Carlos Andres Perez was directly mixed up in dishonest 
menipuletions connected with the purchase of the ‘Sierra Nevade,' he 
replied: ‘Do you know thet the water is clear and that the moon shines?’ 
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That would seem to be « rather evasive anewer but we all know that this 
wee @ direct response and thet is how everybody understood it, The respect 
which former President Caldera deserves from me and all citizens is the 
same respect which we deserve from former President Celdere." 


To conclude his controversial address, former President Carlos Andres Peres 
said thet we are now witnessing in the nation's life a flood of mimice 

who write pornographic books, pamphlets, magazines, and stories seeking to 
apeed up and broaden the serious contradiction society is experiencing in 
our time. 


"These are the people whom I call obscene cynics," he said. “But the 
thing thet worries and moves our spirit and our conscience is the use of 
those obscene cynics by those whom, in my speech here, I would call the 
intelligent cynics." 


Eerlier, almost et the beginning, he had made this point: "I said--and I 
om sure of whet I am seying--that thie is « plot which hee been developing 
with perversity and evil in an effort to destroy me,,firet of all, morally 
and then in an effort to drag me into the courts of justice." This pos- 
sibility of course is open and apparently quite real because, on the 
assumption that this rebuff actually comes about, we could then with 
greater propriety say that Venezuelan justice is now giving birth to «a 
political phenomenon which, for better or worse as far as Venetuela is 
concerned, hes already materialized in Argentina through Peron, and in 
Colombia through Gen Guetevo Roges Pinille, precisely because of the 
unfortunate péliticel judgments to which they were subjected in en effort 
to destroy them. 


We pointed out objectively that many people, after listening to or reading 
the statement made by Carlos Andres Perez in his own defense, gave him the 
benefit of the doubt regerding the juggling of truth and reason, regerding 
the use of helf-truths end sophiems in this political triel which took 
plece here. Especially when, in thie carnival of praise, we tind @ contrest 
being drawn between the virginel purity of consecrated honesty, on the 

one hend, and the weight and volume of repeated accusations, on the other 
hend. Wot in vain did the former President, now heressed and reviled, 
conclude hie self-defense speech in the following menner: 


"I face # conspiracy of slender with the clean weapon of absolute truth. 
Il never made « mistake volunterily. I never prevericeted. I did not 
break the oath I took on the solemn occasion of my inauguration to the 
effect thet I would make sure thet the consitution and the laws of the 
Republic would be respected, implemented, and obeyed. Here I resist and 


I respond to my adversaries and my enemies. I shell stend firmly on 
the strength of my unalterable principles." 
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VENE ZUE LA 


SEGMENT OF MILITARY DESIRES GREATER POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 
Careces BOHEMIA in Spanish 21-27 Apr 80 pp 52-56 
[Article by Humberto J. Hernandez: "Military Wants To Vote"] 


[Text] During the recent International Conference on 
Militery Law and Mertieal Law, Lt Col Antonio Verele 
presented # report with an important polemical content. 
He considered it unjust thet Article 111 of the Con- 
stitution provides for voting, in municipal elections, 
by foreigners and thet an amendment has even been intro- 
duced to give naturalized Venervelans the seme rights 

as native-born Veneguelans; but nothing hes been done to 
put an end to # situation where the militery man in 
effect is a citizen without such rights. 


The Nationel Armed Forces--according to Article 132 of the National Con- 
stitution--constitute an apolitical, obedient and nondeliberative instit~ 
ution, organized by the state to provide netionel defense, stability of 

democractic institutions, and respect for the Constitution end the Laws, 
whose observance will elways be above any other obligation. The Netionel 
Armed Forces are in the service of the Republic and, in no case, in the 

service of @ person or ⸗ political grouping.” 


The essence of this constitutional provision was spelled out for the 

firet time in the Const‘tution of 1819, 161 years ago, when the Libersetor 
Simon Bolivar, with his guiding genius, fully femiliar with the complex 
Venezuelen idiosyncrasy, felt that “the public force is essentially 
obedient and no armed body can deliberate." Since then, this constitutional 
provision hes been upheld constantly in our republican life. 


But the vision of the Liberator, by way of premonition, grasped the need 
for separating the civilian and militery commands. In this sense, he 
stated the following in «a letter addressed to Antonio Nerino on 21 April 
1821: “I em firmly convinced thet the government should be headed by 
someone who is not « soldier, such as I am, always on the frontier; and 
I am also convined that the ermy command end the command of the Republic 
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should be seperated; | request my resignation eo thet both you end the 
other good citinens mey sccept it.” The following etetement by the 
uiberetor te in line with elmiler Boliverien idess: “A wilitery men 
virtually hee the only @iesion of devoting Nimeelf to hie professiona! 
wilitery cereer,” 


Second Cleese Veneavelene’ 


but now, efter more then 150 years, sanew doctrine is coming up for 
discussion within the militery estebliehment tteelt, regerding complete 
and/or more active wilitery participation in the country's inetitutional 
life end in the netionel development plan; someone hes even suggested the 
need for demanding some rights for the wilitery in order to extricate the 
wilitery from en alleged statue @8 second-class citizens, elevating them 
to the enjoyment of the full politicel rights epeiled out in the Netionel 
Constitution. 


A epokeemen for thie concern wes Lt Col Antonio Verele, 4 communications 
eleett sties engineer end en officer of the faculty at the Militery School 
who, during the recent International Conference on Militery Lew and 
Mertiel Lew, presented @ report on human rights in Ver eovle end their 
relationship with weilitery legieletion. 


"Depriving the @ilitery men of politica! rights,” it seye in the stetement 
by Liewtenent Colonel Verele, “means keeping him out of the democratic 
process end thet creates e situation of inequality before the lew, en 
injustice that herme the interests of Veneruelen society because it ie 
depriving iteelf of the contribution which @ portion of thet society, the 
Netionel Armed Forces, cen make in the democratic process and in the 
country's overell development.” 


And the writer adds: “The President of the Republic is the Commender~in- 
“sief of the Netional Armed Forces and he exercises 411 their politicel 


rights.” 


\ievtenent Colonel Verele emphasized thet depriving the wilitery men of 
political cighte means keeping tim out of the democratic process. Thie-- 
eccording to his judgment--rune counter to the idee of humen rights beceuse 
we ere #11 equal before the lew, not only in terms of our duties but elec 
in terme of che enjoyment of our rights. ike any other profesétone! men, 
the militery men te # qualified Venesuelen. So--he eske--why deny hia 
sccess to public office? In our countries, where we heve « shortege of 
high-level professionel men, in the numbers required by the public edm- 
inistretion, we must not downgrede the contribution which the soldier cen 
wake a6 @ disciplined, methodicel professionel men with experience in 
eking motions! decisions. 
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‘Keeping the military man out of the country's democratic administration,” 
he added later on, “meane segregeting him end thie is much more hermful 

to the syetem then making him ehere in the responsibility for the system's 
manegement. It seeme unfair thet Article 111 of the Constitution should 
provide ⸗ vote in city elections for foreigners end thet en amendment hee 
even been introduced to give neturaliaed Venesuelene the seme rights ae 
native-born Venesuelanse while nothing has been done to put an end to « 
situation where the militery man ia @ citisen without such rights." 


Liewtenant Colonel Varela in hie etatement described the situation of the 
militery men “with greater duties than any other citizen but with Limited 
rights,” throughout en eanelyete conteined in 10 points on the “human 
rights eituetion, the constitution, and militery legislation.” He pointed 
out that the etudy conducted here revealed that there are norme in militery 
legislation which ere not in Repping with those corresponding to the Con- 
etitution, nor some of them contained in the International Civil and 
Political Righte Agreement, oor in the Universel Decleretion of the Rights 
of Men, 


ror exemple, the officer seid, “the militery men, ae 4 citizen and es « 
human being, ise restricted in terme of certein rights. Among them we might 
single out the following: freedom of expression, freedom of associetion, 
and all politicel rights." 


in this respect, he iseved the following werning: “The Armed Forces are 

oo tntegrel pert of Venesuelen society end anything thet perteine to the 
society (duties or rights) elec pertains to the Armed Forces.” He feels 
thet, in @ government of Lewes, the norms esteblished in militery Legisletion 
must not conflict with the norms of the Stete 


“The Armed Forces,” the officer edded, “cannot be apolitical since their 
mission ie politicel end since their functions ere péliticel. Apoliticiem, 
mentioned in Article 132 of the Conetitution, must be interpreted @s non- 
partisanship (ee explained in Article 115 of the Gerrison Service Regulations). 
For similer reesons, the idea of nondeliberstion owes ite interpretation to 
the fect chet it is supposed to refer only to questions of pertisen politics. 
Othervise, it would be in open contrediction to the final portion of the 

2nd peregraph, Article 66, of the Constitution, establishing thet “the 
anelysie for criticiem of legal precepts cannot be restricted” end cennot 

run counter to the freedom of expression provided for in Article 66 iteel! 


Lieutenant Colonel Verele recells thet interection between the militery end 
the politice!l institutions is # phenomenon rooted in che history of the 
fecherlend end is intertwined with the very roote of our netionslity. 
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Zero Reaction 


In spite of the fact thet the etetements contained in the report by 

Lt Col Antonio Varela were dieclosed during the last days of Merch, no 
political party made any comments on the polemical topics put wp fee 
discussion during the International Conference on Military Law and Marcia! 
Law held recently here in Caracas, Only Dr Jose Vicente Rengel--the 
tormer presidential candidate of the MAS (Movement for Socteliem), on on 
entirely personel bests, affirmed hie certainly well-defined position on 
thie subject. De Rengel te in favor of giving the members of the National 
Armed Forces an opportunity for greeter political participation, extending 
to them those rights which are currently denied them, sterting with the 
right to vote. 





"At the seme time,” seid JVR [Jose Vicente Rangel), “we must broaden the 
rediue of activity of the officers of the Armed Forces so thet they may 
participate in edministrative end investigative tesks under equel conditions 
with the civiliens.” 


De Rengel ts of the opinion thet Venesuele hes « shortege of management 
personnel, of skille, end cannot efford the luxury of confining an inet 
itution @6 importent as the Armed Forces to @ passive role within the 
development process. He therefore thinks thet the Congressionel Committee 
on Amendements to the Constitution, of which he is « member, should enelyse 
the eituetion over the next severe! months. 


"Thie is @ topic,” seid Dr Rengel, “which must be debeted because it is 
polemicel and of very great interest end there ere tndoubtedly opposing 
positions here; but clerifying positions must precisely emerge from the 
debate.” 


ve te aleo of the opinion thet the traditional precept, es conteined in the 
Conetituttion of 1961 “is « product of the reluctence emong the civilien 
eotabliahment in desling with che militery esteblishment and thet aay heve 
seen justified in the pest but today it is incompatible with whet the 
country te sow.” 


We @leo believes thet the role of the Armed Forces within the country's 
development cannot be passive since the Venesuvelen Officer Corps hes hed 
very edvanced professional end technical training in recent times. For 
theese end other besic ressons he elweys edvoceted the idea thet Venervels 
muet redefine the role of the Netionel Armed Forces because the letter 
cannot continue to be subject to some formalist criteria which ere out- 
dated becevee of the requirements of development. 








ne “PAN [Mettonel Aged’ Vorces|,” seve Jose Vicente, “cen heve « more 
peretionel end dynemic inetitutionel presence but this need not lead to 
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the kind of mesfeniem which very often has caused them to erupt beyond the 
constitutional framework. Only the integracion of the PAN with the nation, 
the coordination of polictes within thie democratic framework, the per- 
tletpation of the militery eateblishment without any kind of fear whet- 
soever will serve the purpose of strengthening the country and the 
national ermy. 


It Would Be Highly Dengeroue To Experiment 


Another opinion, certeinly very authoritative, but eleo given purely on 

⸗ personel besie, since the individual involved does not represent any 
political opinion, was expressed by Dr Eloy Lares Mertines, former Sovernor 
of the Sucre State, former minister of labor, former attorney general 

of the nation, @ qualified jurtiet and the number one mean in the Academy 

of Political and Soctel Sciences. 


"I believe,” he seid, “that che principle, according to which the Armed 
Forces must be obedient end nondeliberetive, must be upheld in our 
Constitution. Over the pest 20 years, the militery establishment hee 
displayed en exemplery ettitude. The government in reality wee run by 
the President of the Republic, with all of the considerations due to the 
army's officer corps: he made decisions which he considered pertinent, 
except for those thet were releted to sovereignty. It would be highly 
dangerous to sey now thet the militery eateblishment should hewe « 
deliberetive cherecter. I em not in fevor of giving the militery the vote. 
| beliewe thet the officers have no such eepirations. The ermy hese pleyed 
en extreordinery role in supporting the democractic syatem end it hes no 
eepiretions to perticipete in the country's politicel Life on the level 
of the politicel parties.” 


Ae for the new netionel defense doctrines involving the entire country, 
since netionel defense is not confined only to the militery esatebliehment 
but consiete of interaction between the economy, politice, culture, end 
the netionel identity, es well as independence and the recovery of our 
besic resources, this does not mean thet the overall concept of development 
should necessarily lead to equel rights end duties for civiliens end 
militery in the other ereas. Theat is whet Dr Lares Mertines thinks when 
he seye the following in telking sbout the topic of netionsl defense: 


"This meens thet #11 sectore of the netionsl community ere forced to 
cooperate with the Armed Forces concerning the defense of the country. 
Thie te different from @ situation where the militery would perticipete 
in strictly politicel phenomens.” 








Military Legieletion Committee Chairman Expresses Opinion 


Contrary to whet would have heppendd if Venesuele hed not hed « democratic 
system, besed on lew end the full enjoyment of broad public Liberties, the 
etatement by Le Col Antonio Verele, during the Internationel Conference 

on Militery Law end Mertiel Law, was viewed with interest but with « 
realietic approach and did not cause any atir in our militery eatebliehmenc, 
aichough many of the things commented upon by ite euthor “are based on 
very old legislation,” #8 one cen tell from the information supplied on 
thet score by Brig Gen Rosendo Netera Moncedsa, @ lawyer and cheirman of 

the Militery Legiesletion end Reguletions Committee, who indicated that the 
Defense Miniet®Y submitted ⸗ bill to the National Congress for the totel 
revision of the law establishing the Netionel Armed Forces. General Netere 
furthermore et che Cime congretuleted Lieutenant Colonel Verele “beceuee, 
without being ⸗ lewyer, he did @ fine job in enalyeing @hat he thought wae 
not good end should be changed.” 


The statement by Lieutenant Colonel Varela furthermore did not take the 
high militery officers by surprise in view of the fect thet it wee read 

in public end hed previously been communicated to the Organising Committee 
of the Internetionel Conference on Militery Lew and Mertiel Lew. On the 
other hend, when it wee submitted to the delegetes of thet conterence 

for consideration, most of them egreed thet politicel rights must not yet 
be grented to the militery end thet the Armed Forces must continue to be 
eecere! on thet metter. Gen Netera Moncede's opinion is eleo quite 
convincing on thet point: 


"Politics in the berrecks is incompetible with the function of the Armed 
Forces. We do believe thet the ides to the effect thet the Venesvelen 
militery should not vote--eince thie in effeet is not e right denied by 
the Netionel Conetitution--could et @ given goment leed to « demend for 
the repesl of the corresponding erticle in the Voting Lew which is the 
lew thet introduces thie restriction. 


In thie sense, Gen Netere Moncede indiceted thet anybody who feele thet 

we heave elready evolved sufficiently within thie democratic experience my 
demand the repeel of thet erticle. Sut he introduced @ reservetion to 
the effect thet there te no interest in ent signe now. 


"We cannot see,” he edded, “how, through @ bill for the totel reform of 
the Lew Eetedlishing the Armed Forces, we could influence or sufficiently 
motivete the meterieligetion of thet godification or the rescission in 
the Voting Lew The ettorneys gust realize thet we ere not going to 
rescind an erticle in # woting lew, something which ie entirely different 
from the Lew Esteblishing the Armed Forces, sithough anybody cen exercise 
hie cighte es « citizen end demand thet thie article be declered null end 
void.” 
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Gen Netera Moncede implicitly eleo--in some presse statements--responded 

to some of the pointe meade in the report by Lieutenant Colonel Verels, 

for exemple, regerding the emphesis on freedom of expression, on the 
reetetetion in teking up certein topics, especially those pertaining to 
national politicos end questions on which the militery can express opinions, 
ne saids 


‘There hee indeed been emphesia on freedom of expression; and in the 
emendment to the Law Eetebliehing the Armed Forces, the militery men is 
given freedom of expression regarding culture, sports, the social envir- 
omment, ete, He te restricted with relation to militent politics, party 
polities, end the epecific affaires of the Armed Forces, a6 well «as 
ollitery poltey which te exclusively within the purview of the Ministry 

of Defense, a8 the number one spokesman of the Armed Forces, and Che 
President of the Republic, ae Commender~-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. In 
ell other fields, the officer cen talk esbout anything. We entertained « 
coneideration which seemed juet to us because nowadays the ignorance of 
weny te covered up by the precept to the effect that they cennot talk 

eoout it, thue perhepe we ere forcing ourselves to exceed our own standards 
in order to be able actively to participate in the society in which we live.” 


Ae for the etetement to the effect that the militery ere not given en 
opportunity in the executive brench end regerding importent positions in 
the publte edminietretion, Gen Netere Moncede wae quite emphatic in saying: 


Thet te perhepe esster to demonstrate. We | ‘ght eek ourselves (in « 
reference to the militery), each one of us our own service: © we heve 
enough officere-eo thet we can carry out #11 of the specific missions within 
the wtlitery esetebliehment’ And the enewer hese to be: oo. The enewer 
undoubtedly is no. We ere treined to pursue @ militery cereer and the 

Arwed Porces need ws to cerry out our wilitery functions. However, when 

‘he Preetdent of the Reptblic considered it necessery to seperete an of ficer 
from » te epecific eesignment in order to plece him in « public position, he 
‘id eo end there were no probleme of eny kind; we heve hed the good fortune, 
(9 @oet cases, that they come out, covered with glory. Sut the reel ceuse 
why we do not heve « lerge sumber of silitery men in public office is 
becevee the @ilitery hewe their functions in the berrecks, thet they ere 
refined to cerry out their duties there, and thet we do not heve enough 
eilitery men enyway so thet we eennot deteil thee to civil service jobs.” 


he Wi litery Vote 


in Sis position peper, Liettenent Colonel Verele saye thet it is unjust for 
Article 1.1 of the Constitution to provide « vote for foreigners in city 

elec tone end thet « reform hee been proposed to give naturalized Venesuelaens 
the seme righte es netive-born Venesuelens; on the other hend, nothing hes 
been dome to put en end to @ situetion where the militery men ie « citisen 
Without such rights. 











On thie polemical statement, Gen Natera Moncada eaid that both isesues-- 
the right to vote for naturalised citisens and the constitutional amend~- 
ment guerenteeing--if it passes--equal rights to naturalioe? citizens, 
must be tied in with whet he said earlier: 


"Te te the Voting Law (Article 7, final portion: ‘The members of the Armed 
Forces do not vote so long 46 they are on active militery service’) which 
pleces upon us the restrictions with regard to the right to vote and the 
possibility for the militery to vote. A member of the military esteblish- 
ment cen vote only if the article in the Voting Lew ie rescinded." 


He recelled thet political ectivities ere not permitted in the Armed Forces; 
not even che reform bill contemplates thet because the issue ia left up 
exclusively to the President of the Republic, #8 commender-in-chief, end 
the minteter of defense, ae the highest representative of the Armed Forces 
in politics! espects. 


On the other hend, end more emphatically, Gen Netere Monceda noted thet « 
cadet and an officer consequently, @s pert of @ contract entered in prior 
to hie induction, eccepts certein standerds, includég the provision to 
the effect that he cannot be politically active. 


It fe possible thet the polemical statements conteined in the position 

paper by Lt Gol Antonio Valera  . might lead to profound reflection on 
these important issues since he brings up the entire situation of human 
righte in the internetions! community, the country's politicel meturity, end 
the contemporery democratic tredition of the Armed Forces as significent 
ergumente in etressing the feirness end need for giving the militery the 
rights which heve been denied them. But onercen 4leo expect reactions in 
terme of demends for equality regedding militery personnel procedures, 
calling for epeciel courte, perticuler forme of judgment and reguletions, 
sinee Lieutenant Colonel Varela cleims the constitutional precept of equality 


before the lew. Or perhaps we ere once agein dealing here with thet of@) 
“aphoritem":Some ere more equal then others.” 


$058 
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VE NE Z UR LA 


EVOLUTION OF FOURTH DEMOCRATIC ACTION SPLIT CONSIDERED 
Caraces EL NACIONAL in Spanish 22 Apr 80 p C-l 


fArticle by Jesus Sanoje Hernandes: “The Srest Disasters of Democratic 
Action or Fear of the Fourth Division") 


[Text| About 13 years ago, under the pen name of Pablo Montille, I wrote 
three reporte about the poseible third division of Democratic Action and 
1 supplied ebundent data on the lineups, the September computations, and 
the party bosses. Nobody enewered me except for three persons: Gumer- 
sindo Rodriguez, who, in @ letter to Remon J. Velesques, sseured him thet 
he had not been anything more then the spokesmen for # collective decision 
in the leadership of the MIR [Movement of the revolutionary Left)~--he 
wae of course referring to the famous editorial on the “insurrection”; 
Seder Perez, to make it clear to me that he was not an orgsoieed member 
of the future MEP [People's Electoral Movement! since at ( «t time he was 
the president of en autonomous inetitute; and en APRA [Americen Revolut- 
ionery Populer Alliance) sember whose neme I do not went to recell, sor 
should I. 


Three Prior Splits in Democretic Action Party 


But Democretic Action eplit es predicted, not by the prophetic gift of us 
newemen, but rether in line with the current of hietery. And to predict 
thie kind of eplit you seeded to be only halfway informed ebout the events 
ineide whet, first of all, Betencourt, with self-exeltetion end Moises 
Moleiro, efterwards, with irritetion, called “the party of the people.” 
Thet is how easy the prediction appeared in 1967 ae i@ 1980 of in 1962. 

By the wey, that is not the topic. Rather, the topic is the contingency of 
a fourth split in Democratic Action, 


Thie time it would be completely different from the three prior eplits 
beceuse the MIR eplit wae ideological-generational; the ARS or PRI 

split wee generetions|-pragmetic-apperetist, and the MEP [People's 
Electoral Movement) eplit wee gultigenerstional end catastrophic. The 
firet two of these were devoid of any electoral significance but the third 
one threstened to destroy thet historice! party which the AD [Democratic 














Action Party) had been and to impose the diabolical figure of Prieto, 

"the leet of the Mohicans,” a8 he was called by @ young chaerlematic 

leader of the PCV [Communitet Perty of Venesuele) who later on became a 
dissident. If there had not been the independent and coldly Bogotan- 
Londonese figure of Burelli Rives, the President of the Republic during 
the term of 1969-1974 would not have been Rafeel Caldera but Luis Beltran 
Prieto Figueros, and certainly this would not have signified « cateclyem 
for Gonealo Barrios who wae equidistant and serene throughout « rather 
tempestuove life, although thie would have been true of Romulo Betancourt, 
the leader who did not lay down the crown, 


What Kind of Party Te Thie? 


Among the many dictionary definitions which Tierno Galvan has come up with 
for the political parties, thet is, the Spanish socialist professor whom 
Jovito honored some time ago in Case Mar, we have the following: « mess 
party, @ party of cedres, @ democratic party, 4 dominant party, « populist 
perty, @ party of economic interests, and « single party. It seems 
incredible, but AD combines the cheracteristics of a11 of those typical 
perties: the perty of the masses because there has never been another 
party thet got almost 80 percent of the votes, like AD; # party of cadres 
beceuse it sprang from the underground PDN [National Democratic Party }, 
beceuse it was the party thet was built by Betancourt, Leoni, Prieto, 
Montille, Peres Selines, Anzole Angola, Barrios, Velmore Rodriguez, and 
the younger ones, such a8 Dubuc, Ruiz Péneda, Cernevali and Cerlos Andres 
Perez; # democratic party because, from the very first moment onward, in 
the face of the cell orgenization of the PCV, it imposed the assembly 
system--something which rather polemically was labelled a “political 
club"--and it included in ite progrem the ides of multiclassiem which, by 
definition, entailed « variety of opinions; 4 dominant party because, 
during ite finest moments, it embodied the dominant ideology, the ideology 
that was accepted lovingly, without rejection, end thet turned into 
millions of bellote at the polling pleces and ran through the interstices 
of social thinking; # populist party because, in ite cheracterizetion, it 
defined iteelf as « populer party and tried to satisfy the momentery teste 
of the maeees--the party of the people'; « party of economic interests 
beceuse, during « phase in ite development, it pleced iteelf in the service 
of the powerful fectors of the bourgeoisie and the tranenationels: « 
single party beceuse until 1968 it shone as such, Mexicen-etyle. 


Carlos Andres Peree or the Reaction Ageinst the Feather 


Todey, AD |» each of tose parties but without the emotion of yesterday. 

it te the um of three splits, the strangest algebraic operation in 

present-day Venesvela--hence the eplinter parties which Tierno Gelven 

talke ebout, such es the MIR, the FDP [Populer Democratic Force), the MEP, 

end the old PRN [Nationslist Revolutionery Perty|, end it is the multiplicetion 
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of an internal crisis in which any prediction is useless. Forged amid 

the contemporary confrontation by the antagoniam between Betancourt and 
Carlos Andres Perez, its ramification will not inevitably follow the 
dividing line between the supporters of one or the other protagoniat but 
will inetead follow ite own flow during the apocalyptic hours. In those 
situations, ae we know, there arise, out of fear of the final earthquake, 
certein conciliatory positions, certain neither-nor groups, certein liaison 
commissions end intermediate currents. For the firet time in the tormented 
course of the representative AD system, the game is agreed upon for the 
future. Before that, it was agreed upon for the past: that the anti- 
imperialist progrem of the PDN would not be carried out, that one would 

or would not agree on the coalition with the archetypal enemy -che Social 
Christian Perty--or that the candidateswould be Gonzalo Berrios or Prieto. 
Now, thie te definitely not so: the polarization between Betancourt and 
CAP [Carlos Andres Perez), « former founder-president and «a former builder- 
president, teacher, and disciple is « classical reactionary opposition: 
Monages against Paez, Crespo ageinset Gueman, Gomer against Castro, and 
Medina against Lopez. 


The only thing is that this time it is taking place on the exceptional 
le of the pgrty end not on the level of its government apparatus. And 
the surface is formed deep down. Everything elee is calculation. 


Betencourt Looks at History Through Telescope 


From the very first moment when, in @ more or less festive act--certainly 
more rather then less--Betencourt used the opportunity to sey chat it 
would be necessery to give AD « few good kicks until the moment when it 
slipped into the crime of administrative corruption, the initiated com- 
mented: “the coup [blow] is going to be directed against Cerlos Andres." 
Shortly thereafter, # magezine supporting the Napoleonic regime of CAP, 
the megezine of Jorge Oleverria, meade an 180-degree turn and began to 
demolish the government edifice with materials collected--as rumor has 
it--from the CIEI [Committee Investigating the [Illegal Ue of Public Funds 
by Public Officials and Employees), through Salezer Meneses and Morillo, 
in the office of the comptroller through the defenders of Muci, and in 
the bulging files of former President Betencourt, who visited Jorge, « 
thief (sccording to the statement by Arrie [7]) in the pre” «ture of 
morel punishment. 


CAP made, not his only misteke, but his biggest misteke, in hendling this 
challenge from Betancourt. In « rather provocetory fashion, he kept the 
former AD members, whom the old boss heted, in the highest positions. He 
did so in the case of Manzo Gonzalez, Gumersindo Rodriguez, Esc c Selom, 
in spite of the fect thet the letter, at the very lest momen: 

reasons known only to himself, left him es an ordinery citizen .. seiquetie, 
efter heaving lended in Wereew as foreign miniscer. Months efterwerd, 














Eecover, already in retirement, made fun of CAP in symbolical articles 

in EL NACIONAL and in little jokes full of hucketer charm. Carlos Andres, 
with the kind of sudden moves only he can meke, supposedly looked funny 
under the onion-shaped spires of the Kremlin, in the offices of the 

aatute Bruno Kreteky, and during the formal luncheon with Lord Callaghan, 

In spite of that--and to the shock of some of his domestic enemies--Carlos 
Andres during that trip gave the AD international social-democratic 

atending a8 4 party which, by dtndividual decision of RB [Romulo Betancourt) 
had been founded without any kind of link of any international type, neither 
communist, nor socialist. I repeat: nor socialiaet: 





Where They Talk of Oligopolies and the New Bourgeoisie 


But it was not enough for CAP to carry these tainted AD members along with 
him, es well as others, such as Jesus R. Carmona, the legel adviser of 
Miraflores, up to the pinnacles of power, without plecing on boerd, as 
stowaways, former communists, such as Alvarez Dominguez, who reported the 
case of the Cariven ships end who at the same time was denounced in the 
case of the "Sierra Nevade"--the floating refrigeration werehouse-palece; 
and he attracted to his side, by calling upon them to advise him, the 
members of the aggressive and banking big bourgeoisie, such as Laurie and 
Tinoco, the development-oriented and gentlemanly technocracy in the 

person of Arria, and the new ones--some of them perhaps not as new as all 
that--whom Pinerusa, in his femous speech in the senate, described as the 
Twelve Apostles, whose enterprises were proliferating at an even faster 
rete then during the term of Caldera, although this time with theses for- 
muleted officially. In effect, CAP asserted that it would be necessary to 
do away with the oligopolies and he was, without euphemisms, talking about 
the businesemen,, the financiers, and bankers who turned up in the book by 
Domingo Alberto Rangel, entitled "La oligarquia del dinero” [The Oligerchy 
of Money|, in the writings of Francisco Mieres, and in the business records 
of yesteryeer. 


GAP however went even further in his challenge to the aseptic boss. As 
theoreticians he picked up figures of the stature of Morales Bello and 
Ciliberto. Against them, es well as against Mr Gummer--the name amused 
him no less than Luis Esteban Rey--launched his anathema of the olyhedron, 
during the meeting of the women, and against them and others mentioned 
before, and CAP himself directed the accolade which he gave Pinerue Ordaz, 
on the party's enniversery, essuring him thet he, LPO, wes indeed « man to 
be trusted because of his honesty. Simultaneously, he, who would be a 
candidate, following the elimination of Lusinchi through Betencourienm, 
announced a body of lews which would save the country from oorruption, 
melfeesence, embezzlement and bribery. 





Those laws--even after the end of the debate on the "Sierra Nevada,” would 
ontinue to be bills because in Venezuela, according to # great essayist, 
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that which is good is larval while chat which is bad ia organic, solid, 
and mature. 


A President for the Boom 


Did Betancourt get really angry only because CAP mounted an offensive to 
get the former AD people and the old rebels back? No. When he was 
working herd in support of CAP's candidacy, Betancourt himself talked to 
various Germer members and convinced them that, once an AD member, always 
an AD member. But something elee was rotten in AD. 


What wee it? The acts of boldness, intemperance, sudden starts, and the 
incredible forgetfulness of the past which CAP displayed during his 

S-yeear term. He started Third)World fires in the United Nations, he 
challenged the presidents and secretaries of the United States, he hobnobbed 
with Brezhnev, he received @ present from Fidel Castro--with whose regime 
he established relations--he wae friendly with the Peruvien military, he 
had a meeting with Torrijos, not only to get @ list of the business deals 
of Occidental Petroleum, but aleo to settle the matter of the canel and 
the future of Nicerague, he financed former guerille fighters, and he even 
looked kindly upon Pro-Veneguele supporting the youth group trip with 
Hector Alonso Lopez, to the Havane festival. But that wae theldest straw. 


He eleo hailed the communists, the MAS [Movement for Socialism] people 
and the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left] people, involved in the 
pest insurrection, as if they were college chuma at Rubio, or, for thet 
matter, he repleced Coronil Hartman at the CVF [Venezuelan Development 
Corporation) efter notifying Alvarez Domingue. 


But, beyond these shocking steps, the straw thet really broke the camel's 
beck a6 the presidential candidacy when Betencourt sponsored Pineruve. 
Perez wented to heve Lusinchi and, in the end, recalling the fiesco of 
Caldere with Fernendez and efter geuging his old boss' stretegy, he opted 
for once egein shuffling the cards. That hurt Lusinchi. 


Alignments Are Not Alienations 


This went so far thet, when the combined Betencourt-Social Christian Party 
offensive began in 1979, following the AD defeat, Lusinchi mede « tremendous 
effort in order not to be fully identified with CAP whom, irremediaebly, 

he considered to be ready for the scaffold. First there was the matter 

of the frigetes, «a debate which Petkoff wanted to postpone and which 

did not turn out as hed been hoped because Paredes Bello continued in his 
job as minister; then came the triple effair of Niehous-pecification- 

Cestro Hurtedo; and then, finally, came the nefarious case of the “Sierre 
Nevede," which was put @p for public discussion by’ Dr Leopoldo Dies Bruruel, 








the cousin of Remberto Vsecategui, an expert investigator of whom it is 
said chat he menaged to gather mountains of data on the formeraand 
other cases in international organizations which are not exactly the 
United Nations, 

Reservations in the “Abyss Hotel" 


The Ethics Committee of AD in October of last year outlined the pattern 

of Venezuelan politics in 1980. Made up of a majority loyal to Betancourt, 
ite decision left the way open for a judgment~-which IT believe is fund- 
amentally political because if it were otherwise, heads would roll by 

the thousands--in the heat of the disclosures about the "Sierra Nevada" 

and che presumed or real pharaonic life of CAP's clan. 


At the last moment, the Labor Union Bureau, in exerting pressure to get 
Izgaguirre out of the secreteriat-general, caused an upset in the con- 
gressional affair. Was this a calculated risk? That may be. But the 
Labor Union Bureau was not born yesterday; in 1962-1963, when it forced 
the Leoni candidacy through, over the opinion of President Betancourt, 
the latter was no longer the unchallenged chief of yesterday. Once again 
it would be necessary to put him in; this was not 4 confrontation with, 
just any apparatus man but with a former president, such as he, 4 man 

ae emart as he, @ man as bold as he, and 4 man whom it knew as well as 

it could. 


In addition, AD is not the orgenizetional structure it was in the old 
days, with well-distributed and completely obedient officers and tribes. 
AD is broken up and demoralized and even leaderless. This is whet is 
being seid even by those who want thie split even though they say that 
they ere not providing any impetus for it: we have no chiefs. 


And thet is the truth. Following the departure of Betancourt and CAP, 
the other chief would be that fine intellectual by the name of Gonzelo 
Berrios. But the fear of @ split peralyzes him and he is today between 
heaven end earth, flying fer above the crisis, in the hope that the 22 
April CEN [National Executive Committee] would not be the apocalyptic 
“every man for himself" for the party. 
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VENEZUELA 


LAKE MARACAIBO AREA FIELDS REACTIVATED, EXPANDED 
Medium Crude Fields Expanded 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 25 Apr 80 Sec 2 p § 


[Text] The Barua-Motatan fields (in the states of Zulia and Trujillo), 
operated by Maraven $.A., an affiliate of Venezuelan Petroleum, incor- 
porated, will produce 50,000 barre!ls per day of medium crude upon com- 
pletion of their installation expansion program which was started recently. 


This new output--the current average output of the fields is 15,000 berrels 

per day--will be feasible from the first quarter of 1982 onward, when construc- 
tion of a collecting station and three compressor plants will be com- 
pleted. 


Two of the compressor plants were designed to improve the petroleum out- 
put through artificial pumping while the remainder will be used to re- 
inject gas into the deposits. 


Artificial lifting [pumping] is the procedure used in facilitating the 
rise of the petroleum to the surface, when ''the pressure of a deposit 
decreases to the point where it is no longer sufficient to have the wells 
produce by themselves." 


Reinjection of gas into the deposits is designed to maintain the pressure 
in the formation and to maximize the recovery of crude. 


Company technicians feel that the future of the Barua-Motatan fields is 
promising. 


"We have a deposit of large propy. ‘ions here,’ they indicated according to 
the geological estimates. 


In recent years, the company made signficant discoveries in the central 
area of the Barua-Motatan fields; thousands of kilometers of seismic lines 











heave been surveyed and the advanced and exploratory drilling program has 
just been started, 


work in the GaruarMoteaten fields “is @ part of the reactivation of the 
entire petroleum industry aimed at finding new reserves in additional! areas 
and in brand=new areas 06 meet domestic needs and to hold on to our 
position as petroleuws exporter on the international markets." 


Cabimes Rea. » .10n Diseussed 
Careces €. WACIONAL in Spanish 26 Apr 89 p On6 


7* by Antonio Reyes: "Cabimas Well Produced 325 Million Berrels by 


[txcerpts|] Maracaibo, 24 April~~ The Cabimas ol ifield, located on the 
eastern shore of Leke Maracaibo, produced 325 million barrels of petroleum 
by J) December 1973, this volume might be increased with the use of modern 
techniques, according to informed sources at Meraven. 


These encouraging figures moreover constitute @ new era in the history of 
the country's principal national source of wealth; they have caused the 
men who manege the destiny of the country's production to reflect deeply 
as to the truth of the statement attributed to Arturo Usiar Pietri, ac 
cording to which Venezuela aust “sow petroleum’; it would do no hare for 
ws to think @ little bit about the deplorable conditions of the main popu- 
lation centers along the eastern shore of the lake. 


Minister Calderon Berti himself submitted « report to the Bicameral Energy 
and Nining Committee of the Metiona! Congress, stating that the subsoil! of 
Cebimes and other towns along the eastern shore of the lake contains 
petroleum worth more then 300 million bolivers,* 


This wealth brings up the priority question of the need for reorganizing 
urban growth as experienced in these regions; this was also brought up by 
sectors representing the eattern shore of the lake. 


More recently, Or Emilio Moreno Peinado, chief of CORDIPLAN [Office of 
Coordination and Planning], during an open meeting held in the Leguni lias 
town hall, delivered @ lecture on “Urban Development and Petroleum” in the 
course of which he presented the elements of judgment which should be taken 
inte accornt in contemplating en urban policy thet would be in line with 
conditions preweiling in the region. 











Cebimes Field 


Because of the increase in petrolewn prices and the rise in Whe erisie 
in 197? and 197), 3) welle were repairedy as of December 197), 2,500 barrels 
per day were taken out of those wells, this inereased the field's output 


The results of the repairs, according to Borregelies Losize, in his report, 

indicate that the repair work in this Field is economically profitable and 

thet thie ie the best place to make repairs weet of the mein fault where in 
genera! it is possible to include new areas for exploitation. 


it ie estimated that, if the inactive welle--whieh have @ potential of sore 
than 35 barrels per day~-were to be repaired, it would be possible to in- 
crease the field's tote! output up to 11,000 barrels per day. 


"The field basically consi«ts of three deposits, Locene 8-6, with @ proven 
area of 26 acres and 9,360,000 barrels of petroleum in situ; focene 8-!, 
with 529 ecres of proven area and 26,925,000 barrels of petroleum in situ, 
and post~focene, with 12,792 acres of proven area and |, 896,765,000 barrels 
of petrolew in situ.” 


Prospects 


The fact thet there are big petroleum deposits in the subsoil! of Cabimas 
end adjacent areas opens up new prospects in the economic field and pro- 
vides @ certain solidity for the recently created subregion. However, this 
creates @ problem whose solution calls for @ careful analysis of the si tua- 
tion. There is no doubt that if Venezuela quickly decides to start ex- 
ploration and exploitation work in the subsol! of the regions containing 
the “bleck gold,” it will be necessary to relocete the people living 

there end thet in turn would require urban planning in keeping with the 
most modern concepts, this thing cannot be handled in « iciel men- 
ner, the way 60 many things hewe been done in this country. Caebimes and 
the other rones included in this area of nationa! resourced cal! for 
compensation in al! respects, in other words, “petroleum sowing” must 

take place in the entire prodigious territory. 
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VENEZUELA 


CALDERON GUARANTERS 10 BILLION BOLIVARS IN ADDITIONAL OIL REVUE 
Careces 1 UNIVERSAL Apr 80 bee | o 17 


[Article by Elena Block: "Wining Minister proved 10 Billion in a 
ditional ") 


[Text] This was done in the Congressional! a A and 
= Committee which provided « “safety wn’ of 

barrels per day. He assumed b for 
rag A and added that it is not @ ides to e¢- 
timate an cn additions! money allocation; instead it is nec- 

to proceed with caution on this metter so thet the 
petroleum industry may operate calmly and without 
“emergencies.” In 5 of this note of caution, the 
costs and expenses the petroleum operating “ompernies 
have gone up = as t the sinister blamed thet on “int letion’’ 
and increased personne! hiring. “Right now, conditions 
are —* * © terms of contracts with industrialized 
countries end they involve no commitment on our part,” 
he said. 


Additione! revenues of no less than 10 billion bolivers were approved 
yesterday by the minister of energy end wining. 


Humberto Calderon Berti assumed responsibility for these revenues which 
are to come from petroleuws when he visited the Bicamera! Energy and 
ining Committee of the Congress of the Republic. 


There hed been @ certain amount of concern in that committee since it 
had been speculated thet the amount of those revenues would be less than 
announced severe! days ago by the winister. The drop in prices of resi- 
duals and in petroleum output this year may be che reason for this stete- 
ment. 


"The Venezuelan petroleum industry guarantees the 
less then 10 billion boliver® in an amount thet 


treasury. We have @ safety margin of 290,000 barrels 











not pereit ws to lower this income ceiling, This is something which we 
had anticipated and | assumed responsibility for thie output,” seid 
Calderon Berti. 


Ne then explained thet there is even @ possibility thet this amount might 
be exceeded during the year since the problem situation invelwing the 
countries of the Riddle Last end the possible » em gre inere se 
might produce @ rise in terme of additiona! t we 4 0) want 
© expect any further aoney for this year, sor does it seem advisable for 
to be very cautious in handling these 
lot of perception behind those figures. Other: 
the necessary flexibility because we would 
find ourselves forced to do something which we cannot accomplish On 
the other hand we will in thie faeehion — sufficient flexibility ee that 
we will be able to attain the terget of 2.2 million barrels which we hope 
to achieve this Aa the winleter else commented, 


Calderon Berti completed his explanation by saying thet the petroleus 
industry @ust operate “in « comfortable fashion” and this is why it is 
necessary to proceed with “caution” ia the matter of additions! revenues. 
“Although the output may drop to 1.9 billion berrels and although we may 
be exporting less, | can assure you that we will hewe this additional in- 
come. The existence of this safety sergin of 290,000 barrels will enable 
ws tO meke sure,” he emphasized. 


“Caution” Boes Hot Jibe With Heavy Cost 


from the qoment the winister of ining explained to the finance comm t tee 
thet the additiona! rewenues would be the ones he is now ratifying, there 
wes @ certein amount of confusion the members of par! iament who 
listened for severe! to the annua! activity report presented by thet 
ministry. The amount costs and expenditures for energy and wining went 
wp considerably and this does not appear to be congruent with this 
“cautionary” sote which the winister hes in . 

of parliament, who attended yesterday's meeting in the energy and wining 
committee, agreed on that. —⸗ Teran and Octavio Lepage were the 
ones who raised the problem. 








Vives Teren seid, in addressing his questions to the winister, thet 

costs and expenditures of the petrolews industry hed gone up 3.094 Billion 
bolivers§ « figure which shortly will be increased by | billion 
and that likewise will lead to an increase in those expenditures.” 


With respect to the increase in profits of the of! companies, which ere 
not in tine with the “eusterity” policy of the @inistry, he made it clear 
thet @ pert of thet income consicts of the “safety mergin for this year.” 














Technology end beles Contracts 


Calderon Berti then explained the technology contracts whieh, according 
te him, ere now very beneficial te the country! he elimination of the 
confidential clause, the reduetion of the contract duration te | year; 

the fect thet the foreign enterprises are not queranteed @ supply of 
petroleum, and above a@!! the increase in profits for government and 
the redvetion in ite for the enterprises. in 1978, their profits cam 
to 796 billion belivers, for 1979, a figure of 379 bittien wes estimated, 











As for the sales +, the moet important thing here is thet there 

been versification of enterprises with which contracts ere signed. 

the time of os netionalizetion, we only hed the traditional! o/! companies 

they held 60 percent of the contracts. Today, $0 percent go to them 

the other $0 percent ore for new companies with which Venenuele hes 

proposed to trade. ‘“Smel! companies with their own sechinery and refining 
he 





ebout the contract with the United States re- 
petrolews area, involving soler, suciear, and 
and petrolews technology. “This contract guerentees 
for both countries end, soreover, there is so comm tment 
The new contract will newer commit Venezuela to supply 
country, sor to give any fevers of any type.” 


then telked about the possibility of instelling refineries for heavy 
other countries, in conjunction with enterprises in those 
countries. Regarding France, participation in en enterprise of this type 
by Venervele is now being considered, 
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